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INTERNAL 1-TOPOI IN 2-TOPOI

To M. Makkai

JOSEPH HELFER

Abstract. We further develop the notion of elementary 2-topos, introduced byWeber,
by proposing certain new axioms. We show that in a 2-category C satisfying these
axioms, the “discrete opfibration (DOF) classifier” S is always an internal elementary
1-topos, in an appropriate sense. The axioms introduced for this purpose are closure
conditions on the DOFs having “S-small fibres”. Among these closure conditions, the
most interesting one asserts that a certain DOF, analogous to the “subset fibration”
over Set, has small fibres.

The remaining new axioms concern “groupoidal” objects in a 2-category, which are seen
to play a significant role in the general theory. We prove two results to the effect that a
2-category C satisfying these axioms is “determined by” its groupoidal objects: the first
shows that C is equivalent to a 2-category of internal categories built out of groupoidal
objects, and the second shows that the groupoidal objects are dense in C.
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1. Introduction

The notion of elementary 2-topos stands in relation to the 2-category Cat of (large)
categories as that of elementary topos does to the category of sets.

That is, an elementary 2-topos should be a 2-category C satisfying a list of first-order
(i.e., “elementary”) axioms satisfied by Cat which, ideally, suffice to allow one to carry out
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category theory inside of C. We take as our starting point Weber’s paper [Web07] which,
to our knowledge, marks the first use of the term elementary 2-topos (though Grothendieck
2-topoi were introduced earlier in [Str82b]); see §1.7 below for further historical remarks.
We should note right away, however, that there is no settled definition of elementary 2-
topos, and in fact one of our aims here is to propose certain new axioms that we believe
should be part of the definition.

Hereafter, if we write 2-topos or topos, we will always mean elementary, unless stated
otherwise.

Three of Weber’s axioms parallel those of an elementary 1-topos: a 2-topos C is
required to have (i) finite limits, (ii) exponentials, and (iii) a so-called discrete opfibration
(or DOF) classifier S. There is then one additional axiom which is (iv) the existence of
a duality involution, which we shall return to below.

The most interesting of these axioms is the existence of the DOF classifier S. This
plays an analogous role in a 2-topos C to that played by the subobject classifier in a
1-topos, and in the archetypical example C = Cat it is given by the object Set ∈ Cat.

Here, the “universal monomorphism” 1 → Ω carried by a subobject classifier is re-
placed by a “universal DOF” S∗ → S, which in Cat is the forgetful functor p : Set∗ → Set
from the category of pointed sets.

1.1. The question of size. Let us recall the universal property of the functor p : Set∗ →
Set, which is thus taken as the defining property of a DOF classifier.

Given any category C and functor F : C→ Set, we can form the (strict) pullback

El(F ) Set∗

C Set,

p′
⌟

p

F

which is given by the category of elements El(F ) with object set

ObEl(F ) = {(A, x) | A ∈ C, x ∈ FA},

and p′ is defined on objects by p(A, x) = A. The functor p′ is a DOF (see §2.5) and
moreover it has small fibres, meaning that each fibre p−1(A) ∼= F (A) is a small set, as
opposed to a proper class.

In this way, we obtain a functor from the functor category Fun(C,Set) to the category
of DOFs over C with small fibres, and the universal property in question says that this
is an equivalence for all C.

Now, when we seek to reproduce this universal property for a morphism p : S∗ → S in
a general 2-category C, there is no problem internalizing the concept of DOF. However,
there is no natural notion of “DOF with small fibres”; on the contrary, the notion of
“small” depends on a chosen universe, i.e., category of sets, and so it would be circular
to try to have the universal property of the DOF classifier S depend on the notion of
smallness.
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Instead, by definition, for p to be a DOF classifier, we (following [Web07]) only demand
that for any A ∈ C, the functor C(A, S) → DOF(A) to the category of internal DOFs
over A be fully faithful. We then say that a DOF over A is “S-small” if it is in the essential
image of this functor.

Note however, that with this condition alone, it could well happen that there simply
are no S-small DOFs—for example, the empty category is a DOF classifier in Cat. We
remedy this by imposing certain closure conditions on the class of S-small DOFs (see
§2.5); we call a DOF classifier satisfying these conditions plentiful.

There is a helpful analogy between this situation and that of class-set theories such
as those of Von Neumann-Gödel-Bernays and Morse-Kelley. There, one has a primitive
notion of a given class being small (i.e., a set), and one then postulates that the small
classes are closed under certain operations (union, power set, and so on).

The closure conditions for small DOFs are also very much in the spirit of the “axioms
for small maps” from [JM95].

We also note that the assumption that every DOF is S-small would correspond to the
assumption in class-set theory that every class is a set, which of course leads to Russell’s
paradox. The original motivation for this project was to prove that this assumption is
contradictory in the present context as well, or more precisely that it implies that the
ambient 2-topos C is the trivial 2-category; this will be done in a subsequent paper [Hel].

1.2. S as an internal topos; groupoids.Our main goal is to prove that in a 2-topos,
any plentiful DOF classifier S is an internal topos (see §5.16), in much the same way as
one shows that the subobject classifier in a 1-topos is an internal Heyting algebra.

There is an immediate obstacle to formulating this notion. One would naturally like to
say that for an internal topos S ∈ C, each hom-category C(A, S) is a topos. However, this
already fails in Cat: it is not true that for a topos C, each functor category Fun(A,C) is
again a topos. This does hold, however, when A is a groupoid.

Thus, for this and other reasons, we are led to consider groupoids (or groupoidal
objects) in C (that is, objects G ∈ C for which each hom category C(A,G) is a groupoid),
and in particular to the natural axiom that each object A ∈ C has an associated core, or
maximal subgroupoid Aiso.

We also introduce an additional axiom concerning groupoids—akin to the effectiveness
of internal equivalence relations in a 1-topos and of internal ∞-groupoids in an ∞-topos
[Lur09, §6.1]—which says that each object in C can be recovered from a certain diagram
of groupoids, and about which we will say more below in §2.2.

Though this axiom is not needed in the proof that S is an internal topos, it nonetheless
ends up playing an important role, and a significant part of this paper is devoted to
studying its consequences and the attendant notions (viz., §§3 and 6, and the appendix).

1.3. The power set functor. The proof that a plentiful DOF-classifier S ∈ C is an
internal topos primarily involves showing that C(A, S) is a topos for each groupoid A ∈ C,
which is the same as saying that the subcategory DOFS(A) ⊂ DOF(A) consisting of S-
small DOFs is a topos. The existence of finite limits in DOFS(A) follows readily from
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the assumed closure conditions for S-small DOFs.
The most interesting part of the proof is showing that DOFS(A) has power objects,

and this correspondingly relies on the most interesting condition in the definition of a
plentiful DOF classifier.

The crucial observation is that the DOF corresponding to the power set functor1

P : Setiso → Set is the subset fibration Subiso cod−−→ Setiso, where Sub ⊂ Set→ is the full
subcategory consisting of subset inclusions. Hence, the corresponding condition on the
plentiful DOF classifier S is that the analogous DOF Mon(S)iso → Siso be S-small.

We should mention at this juncture that throughout this paper, we work in a strict
context: that is, with strict 2-categories, strict 2-categorical limits, and so on. However,
this is merely a matter of convenience, and we take the position that the “final” notion
of 2-topos should be in a completely weak context. This is in keeping with the prevailing
overall attitude toward higher category theory (see e.g. [Mak98]), and is also relevant to
our reproduction of set-theoretic paradoxes in a 2-topos in [Hel], as we will want to know
that this can be done under the weakest possible logical assumptions.

The reason we mention this now is that the fibration Mon(S)iso → Siso we can con-
struct in an arbitrary 2-topos is not directly analogous to the subset fibration, but rather,
as the notation indicates, to the monomorphism fibration Mon(Set)iso → Setiso, where
Mon(Set) ⊂ Set→ is the full subcategory consisting of monomorphisms. The latter fi-
bration, however, is not a DOF, but rather a (semi-)weak version of a DOF, which we
call a setoidal opfibration, or SOF, since the fibres are not discrete categories, but rather
setoids, i.e., categories equivalent to discrete ones. Thus, in this particular case, we must
demand the S-smallness not just of a DOF, but of a certain SOF (see §2.10).

In the “fully weak” context, such a distinction wouldn’t exist, since we would only
have the fully weak notion of discrete fibration available (namely a “discrete” variant of
the Street (op)fibrations of [Joh93, Definition 3.1]). Hence we see that even in the present
“fully strict” context, we are nonetheless forced into considering this semi-weak notion.
This also brings out the interesting relationship between the issue of size and that of
strictness, since the semi-weak fibration Mon(Set)iso → Setiso has fibres that are only
essentially small.

1.4. Groupoids. We now return to Weber’s last axiom: the existence of a duality invo-
lution on C, which is a 2-functor Cco → C which plays in a general 2-topos the role of the
2-functor op: Catco → Cat in Cat. This is essential to the purposes of [Web07], since the
main emphasis there is the Yoneda embedding A→ SAop

.
We, however, omit this axiom from our list, and the reason is that we can prove the

existence of a duality involution from our assumptions concerning groupoids.
In the same way that in a finitely complete category, one can form the kernel pair of

any morphism and obtain an in internal equivalence relation, and in a finitely complete

1In general, there are two power set functors, a covariant and contravariant one, but they agree on
isomorphisms, and we are here using their common restriction, as we do throughout the paper. We
address the question of the full covariant and contravariant power functors in a 2-topos in Appendix B.
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quasicategory, one can form the “Čech nerve” of a morphism and obtain an internal ∞-
groupoid (Kan complex) [Lur09, §6.1.2]—so in a (suitably complete) 2-category C, one
can perform a similar construction on a given morphism and obtain an internal category
in C.2 This is the basis for the notion of regular and exact 2-categories studied in [Str82b;
Mak93; BG14].

What’s more, given any object A ∈ C, we have a canonically associated morphism,
namely the inclusion of Aiso → A of the core, and performing the above construction,
we obtain an internal category associated to A, which moreover consists level-wise of
groupoids, and which we (following [Lur09, §6.1.2]) call the nerve of A. Our axiom now
says that this internal category is effective, meaning that A can be recovered from it as a
certain weighted colimit; and furthermore, that any internal category satisfying a certain
extra condition arises as a nerve.

The result is that C turns out to be equivalent to a 2-category of internal categories
in C which are level-wise groupoidal (Theorem 6.4). In particular, we obtain the duality
involution on this equivalent 2-category simply by exchanging the source and target maps
of a given groupoid (which is just the way that the duality involutions in the examples in
[Web07] are obtained).

As an aside, we note that a duality involution is not determined uniquely in any sense,
and therefore had to be assumed as an extra structure on a 2-topos in [Web07]. (There is
an interesting related circumstance with respect to the DOF classifier axiom; we return
to this in §4.) Since, in the present axiomatization, we derive the existence of the duality
involution, this is no longer necessary. This is in keeping with the idea that, as is the
case with 1-topoi, a 2-topos should be a 2-category with certain properties, but no extra
structure.

1.5. 2-Yoneda, and sketches. In addition to the just mentioned Theorem 6.4, we
prove a second result in §6 to the effect that C is “determined by its groupoids”, having
to do with the 2-dimensional Yoneda embedding.

Though we do not be appeal to it directly, the 2-dimensional Yoneda embedding
motivates much of what we do in this paper. Namely, there are several definitions of 2-
categorical notions that we give “representably”—for example, an object X ∈ C is defined
to have a certain property if each category C(A,X) with A ∈ C has that property. Often,
this amounts to saying that X represents a certain 2-functor Cop → Cat—which thus
determines X up to isomorphism by the 2-Yoneda embedding.

However, as we alluded to in §1.2, there are certain universal properties, such as that of
S ∈ C being an internal topos, which only make reference to the categories C(A,X) with
A groupoidal. Now the result in question (Theorem 6.11) says that this is a “legitimate”
procedure in the sense that the groupoids in C form a dense sub-2-category of C, meaning
that the 2-Yoneda embedding remains an embedding if instead of 2-functors Cop → Cat,
we consider 2-functors (Cgpd)

op → Cat defined on the full sub-2-category of C consisting

2Below, we use the phrase “internal double category” rather than “internal category” for reasons we
explain in Definition 3.1.
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of groupoids.
This result is quite useful, and seems somehow more fundamental than Theorem 6.4.

In §6.15, we apply it to give a “representable” definition of the opposite of an object,
and in Appendix B, we apply it to construct the internal power object and exponential
functors of an internal elementary topos.

These constructions necessitate a certain ancillary result that we prove in Appendix A,
and which is of independent interest. Namely, we show that for a finite-limit sketch J
and an object X in a 2-category, we can (under certain assumptions) define the object
XJ of “models of J in X”. In [Hel], further use will be made of these objects XJ , as well
as generalizations of them.

1.6. On the axioms. We give our list of 2-topos axioms in §4.
We do not necessarily want to suggest that this list be a final definition of 2-topos. In

fact, our general orientation toward selection of axioms is a liberal one: any reasonable
property of Cat that is expressible in the general language of 2-categories should either
be included as an axiom or at least be derivable from them. Or perhaps better said: one
should freely make such assumptions as one needs them, which is precisely the basis on
which the present list was selected.

We note that in the case of 1-topoi, it so happens that one can get away with an
extremely small set of axioms (finite limits, cartesian closed, and subobject classifier),
from which one can derive everything else that one wants, for example, the existence of
finite colimits. However, had it so turned out that one could not derive these properties
from the topos axioms as they stand, we hold that it would have been perfectly reasonable
to include them as axioms. Indeed, [Law64] assumes the existence of finite colimits (as it
was not yet known that it was derivable from the other axioms), as well as several other
things.

On the other hand, it is important to note that [Law64] also includes axioms that do
not hold in a general topos, most prominently that the terminal object is a generator,
which axiom excludes most Grothendieck topoi. Thus, we see that some care must be
taken with the above principle “freely assume any properties that hold in the motivating
example”: it should be qualified by saying that we should make the weakest assumptions
possible that allow us to develop the general theory.

In any case, the axioms presented below seem to us to be reasonable to assume, and
it remains an interesting question whether any of them is redundant, and also how much
can be derived from them—and especially whether one can show the existence of finite
(bi)colimits.

We note the crucial fact that, as with elementary 1-topoi, these axioms are all ele-
mentary : they can be formulated in the first order language of 2-categories.

1.7. Related work. We mention some important related works, though this list is not
exhaustive—especially as the idea of doing formal category theory has been central to the
notion of 2-categories from the very beginning (see, e.g., [Gra74]).

The idea of using the totality—in fact, the 1-category—of categories as a foundational
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system appeared already in Lawvere’s paper [Law66], not long after his paper [Law64]
on the elementary theory of the category of sets, which eventually led to elementary
topos theory, and at the end of which paper he in fact already alludes to the category of
categories as a foundation. Since [Law66] takes place in the 1-categorical setting—which
is, so to speak, even more strict than the strict setting of this paper—certain things are
different, and for example, the notion of DOF classifier is not available (which notion,
however, according to [Web07], is also due to Lawvere). Two significant ideas that are
already present, however, are (i) the special role played by the object Set ∈ Cat, and (ii)
that of recovering each object as a certain colimit of an internal category (consisting of
discrete, rather than groupoidal, objects), and using this to construct the opposite of an
object.

The notion of a 2-category with a DOF classifier—or rather, with a presheaf-category
functor—was introduced under the name elementary cosmos in [Str74; Str80a], which
serves as a basis for [Web07]. As mentioned, the idea of the DOF classifier is originally
due to Lawvere, and is also discussed in [Gra69].

It is observed in [Str80a] that any elementary cosmos has an associated Yoneda struc-
ture in the sense of [SW78], and this circumstance is also the main focus of [Web07]. In a
similar vein to the notion of a plentiful DOF classifier and to the small maps of [JM95],
a Yoneda structure also axiomatizes a class of “small” functors, namely those functors
F : C → D with small hom sets D(Fx, y). By taking F = idC, this includes the notion
of local smallness. Crucially, one can recover from this the notion of (essential) smallness
by demanding that both C and SetC

op

be locally small, as shown in [FS95] (see also
Remark B.14).

Though Weber does not consider closure conditions for S-small DOFs in [Web07], he
has stated (in [Web08]) that the definition of 2-topos given there should be considered
provisional, and that in particular further conditions should be imposed on S, for example
that it be cocomplete in the sense studied in [Web07].

We also note that Weber does show that the DOF classifier S has finite products
(under suitable assumptions), and also that it is cartesian closed in a weak sense (under
the aforementioned cocompleteness assumption); see Remark B.14.

While this paper was nearing completion, it came to my attention that Mike Shulman
has developed many of the same ideas as are presented here, as well as some of those we
will pursue in [Hel], and written them up on his web page [Shu12]. Among other things,
he does consider closure conditions for S-small DOFs, as well as the idea of reconstructing
a general object out of groupoids, the question of whether S is an internal topos, and the
question of whether it is consistent for all DOFs to be S-small.

1.8. Acknowledgements. This paper began as a project of B.Boshuk and M.Makkai
some time around the year 2000, with the goal of reproducing the set-theoretic paradoxes
in a 2-topos, as will be done in [Hel].

Makkai first told me about this idea in 2016, but I only began working on it seriously
in 2022. He has continued to be involved as I have been working on it, and several of the
most important ideas in the paper are due to him.
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2. Preliminaries

In this section and the next section, we recall some basic 2-categorical notions, and then
provide the various definitions needed to state our 2-topos axioms in §4.

We take as known the basic notions of 2-category theory, for which we refer to, e.g.,
[MP89, §4.1].

We use the “geometric” order for composition of morphisms: the composite of A
f−→

B
g−→ C is denoted A

fg−→ C (or f · g or f ◦ g). To be consistent with this, we also use this
order for composition of functions (i.e., morphisms in Set), and of functors and natural
transformations. However, we use the usual order for application—thus, for example, for

functors C
F−→ D

G−→ E and an object X ∈ C, we have (F ◦G)(X) = G(F (X)).
Given morphisms f, g : X → Y in a 2-category, to indicate that α is a 2-cell f → g,

we may sometimes use the notation α : X
f

g
Y , or even just α : X Y if f and g are

clear from context or not relevant.
Given a morphism f : X → Y in a 2-category (or 1-category) C and an object A, we

write f∗ and f ∗ for the functors (or functions) f∗ : C(A,X)→ C(A, Y ) and f ∗ : C(A, Y )→
C(A,X). We may also denote these by (f∗)A and (f ∗)A for emphasis.

Similarly, given a 2-cell α : X
f

g
Y , we write α∗ (or (α∗)A) for the natural transfor-

mation α∗ : C(A,X)
f∗

g∗
C(A, Y ) given by whiskering with α; and α∗ is defined similarly.

A morphism f : X → Y in a 2-category C is faithful or fully-faithful, respectively,
if f∗ : C(A,X)→ C(A, Y ) is for each A ∈ C.

Almost everything we do in this paper is elementary, and our set-theoretic assumptions
are accordingly minimal—with the exception §7.10, where we are explicit about these
assumptions. In the few other places in the paper that depend on non-trivial set-theoretic
assumptions such as Grothendieck universes, we trust the reader to supply the details.

For a 2-category C, we write |C| for its underlying 1-category.
When we say that a 2-category C locally has some property P , we mean that each

hom category C(X, Y ) satisfies P ; similarly, a 2-functor F : C → D locally satisfies P if
the functor F : C(X, Y )→ C(FX,FY ) satisfies P for all X,Y ∈ C.
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A 2-functor F : C → D is fully faithful (resp. strictly fully faithful) if it is locally
an equivalence (resp. locally an isomorphism). It is essentially surjective if every
Z ∈ D is equivalent to some FX. It is an equivalence (resp. strict equivalence) if it is
essentially surjective and fully faithful (resp. strictly fully faithful).

We will be making use of anafunctors (for which see [Mak96]) and taking for granted
their basic properties, which are analogous those of ordinary functors. Many of the
functors which one comes across in category theory are really first of all anafunctors,
which only become functors after applying the axiom of choice. In such cases, we find it
is usually preferable to work with the original anafunctor.

We will also be making use of ana-2-functors, which are the obvious 2-dimensional
generalization: given 2-categories C,D, an ana-2-functor F : C → D has for each X ∈ C

a set of specifications |F |(X), and for each X,Y ∈ C and specifications s ∈ |F |(X) and
t ∈ |F |(Y ), an ana-functor Fs,t : C(X,Y ) → C(FsX,FtY ). However, in the cases we
consider, Fs,t will in fact always be a functor, and we will always use the term ana-2-
functor in this more restrictive sense.

By a partially defined functor or partial functor between categories C and D,
we mean a functor C′ → D defined on a full subcategory C′ ⊂ C. Given a functor
G : D→ C, by a partially defined left (resp. right) adjoint to G, we mean a partial
functor F : C′ → D determined by the choice of a universal arrow from X to G (resp.
from G to X) for each X ∈ C′, in the sense of [Mac98, Iv.1 Theorem 2]. Partially defined
(adjoint) anafunctors are defined similarly.

We say that a functor F : C→ D is an isomorphism onto a subcategory D′ ⊂ D if
it induces an isomorphism C→ D′, or in other words, if it is injective on objects and on
morphisms and has image D′.

2.1. Limits. We recall some basic notions of limits in a 2-category C, and we also fix
our terminology, as there are several competing conventions. The corresponding colimit
notions are obtained by dualizing.

We will mainly discuss the strict variants of these notions, and will comment briefly
on the weaker notions afterwards.

The general notion of strict limit in a 2-category is that of a strict weighted limit of a
diagram (that is, a 2-functor) D : J → C (J a 2-category) with respect to a weight (that
is, another 2-functor) W : J → Cat; it is called a finite weighted limit if D is a finite
2-category and each W (d) is a finite category. We will not spell out the general definition
of weighted limit, as we will not need it, but see, e.g., [MP89, §5.1.1].

It is a fact [Kel89, §3] that a category has all finite strict weighted limits (i.e., that
it is finitely strictly complete) as soon as it has strict pullbacks, a strict terminal object,
and strict cotensors with [1], all of which we now discuss.

Given a cospan

D =

 X

Y Z

f

g

 (1)
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in C and an object A ∈ C, the category 2Cone(A,D) of strict cones with vertex A over
D has objects commuting squares

A X

Y Z,

h

k f

g

(2)

which we write as a pair (h, k), and morphisms (α, β) : (h, k) → (h′, k′), consisting of
2-cells α : h → h′ and β : k → k′ with fα = gβ, and composition defined in the obvious
way.

Given any square (h, k) as above and any B ∈ C, there is an evident functor C(B,A)→
2Cone(B,D), and we say that (h, k) is a strict pullback of D if this functor is an
isomorphism for each B.

Note that if a given cospan (1) is known to have a strict pullback, then in order to
check that (2) is a strict pullback, it suffices to check this in the underlying 1-category
|C| of C, i.e., that the functor C(B,A) → 2Cone(B,D) is a bijection on objects for each
B ∈ C.

Strict products are defined in the same way by retaining X and Y in the above but
omitting any reference to (Z, f, g). We say that X ∈ C is a strict terminal object if
the category C(A,X) has a single morphism for all A ∈ C.

Next, given a category J and an object X ∈ C, a strict cotensor of X with J
is an object XJ ∈ C together with a functor ev = evJ,X : J → C(XJ , X) satisfying the
following universal property: for each A ∈ C, the functor C(A,XJ) → C(A,X)J defined
on objects (and morphisms) by

f 7→
(
J

evJ,X−−−→ C(XJ , X)
f∗
−→ C(A,X)

)
(3)

is an isomorphism.
In light of this isomorphism, we will often simply identify an object in C(A,XJ) with

its image in C(A,X)J , and refer to a morphism A → XJ as a “diagram of shape J in
C(A,X)”.

It is called a finite cotensor if J is finite.
An important particular case is when J is the free-standing arrow J = [1], i.e., the

category with two objects 0, 1 and one non-identity morphism 0 → 1. In this case, we
write X→ for the cotensor X [1], also called a (strict) arrow object; it is characterized by

having a universal 2-cell, which we will denote ∂ : X→
∂0

∂1
X.

As mentioned above, if a category has strict pullbacks, a strict terminal object, and
strict arrow objects, then it has all finite strict weighted limits, and in particular all strict
finite cotensors.

Given any functor F : J → J ′ between categories and an object X ∈ C, if there
exists strict cotensors XJ and XJ ′

, then there is an induced morphism XF : XJ ′ → XJ
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classifying the functor J
F−→ J ′ ev−→ C(XJ ′

, X). Similarly, a morphism f : X → Y induces

a morphism fJ : XJ → Y J classifying J
ev−→ C(XJ , X)

f∗−→ C(XJ , Y ).

2.1.1. Pseudo-limits and bilimits. We now briefly discuss the weaker notions. A
weak cotensor is defined in just the same way as a strict one, except that the comparison
map C(A,XJ) → C(A,X)J is only demanded to be an equivalence. Clearly, any strict
cotensor is a weak one.

A weak pullback, or bipullback, is defined in the same way as a strict pullback, but
with two changes.

The first is that the category 2Cone(A,D) of strict cones is replaced by the category
BiCone(A,D) of weak cones, with objects (h, k, γ), where γ : hf → kg is an invertible
2-cell, and morphisms (α, β) : (h, k, γ) → (h′, k′, γ′), where α : h → h′ and β : k → k′

satisfy (αf)γ′ = γ(βg); again, composition is defined in the obvious way.
The second change is, again, that the comparison functors C(B,A) → BiCone(B,D)

are demanded to be equivalences and not isomorphisms. There is an intermediate notion,
called a pseudo-pullback, in which BiCone is used instead of 2Cone, but where the
comparison functors are still required to be isomorphisms.

There is a general notion of weak weighted limit (or weighted bilimit), and again it is
a fact that a 2-category (or more generally bicategory) has all finite weighted bilimits as
soon as it has weak pullbacks, weak arrow objects, and a weak terminal object (this is
implied, though not quite stated, in [Str80b, (1.27)]).

It is clear that pseudo-pullbacks are always bipullbacks. However, a strict pullback
need not be a bipullback in general. Since we always have the weak setting in view, we
will want to restrict ourselves to the consideration of those strict pullbacks which are
bipullbacks, a nice class of which is given as follows.

2.1.2. Pita limits. We recall that a functor F : C→ D is an isofibration if for every
x ∈ C and isomorphism f : Fx → b in D, there is an isomorphism p : x → y in C with
Fp = f . A morphism f : X → Y in a 2-category C is an isofibration if f∗ : C(A,X) →
C(A, Y ) is an isofibration for all A ∈ C.

Now it is easy to see that any strict pullback square (2) in which f is an isofibration
is also a bipullback [JS93] (and k is then also an isofibration), and all the strict pullbacks
we will consider will be of this form.

Thus, if a 2-category has strict terminal objects, strict arrow objects, and strict pull-
backs of isofibrations, it has all finite bilimits. We say that 2-category is pita (for “Pull-
backs of Isofibrations, Terminal object, and Arrow objects”) or has pita limits if it has
these strict limits, and we call a 2-functor preserving strict limits of this kind a pita
2-functor.

We now make some remarks on the relationship between pita limits and two well-
studied classes of strict limits in 2-categories.

First, we have the finite PIE limits (“products, inserters, and equifiers”). These were
introduced in [PR91], where an elegant intrinsic characterization of these limits (and those
generated by them) is given. If a 2-category has finite PIE limits it has all finite bilimits
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(and also all finite pseudo-limits). It is easy to see that a pita category has finite PIE
limits, hence having pita limits is a stronger condition.

The second class is the finite flexible limits, which were introduced in [BKPS89],
where again a nice intrinsic definition is given, and where it is shown that a 2-category
has flexible limits precisely if it has PIE limits as well as the splitting of idempotent
equivalences (or all of all idempotents). Moreover, in [Bou21], it is shown that having
flexible limits is equivalent to having finite products, cotensors, splitting of idempotents,
and strict pullbacks of DOFs (or of so-called normal isofibrations). However, it does not
seem that having flexible limits implies that all isofibrations have strict pullbacks, nor
that having pita limits implies the splitting of idempotents equivalences, hence having
pita limits is neither strictly stronger or weaker than having flexible limits.

We do not know if there is an intrinsic description of pita limits as there is with PIE
and flexible limits.

Finally, we point out an important class of isofibrations: the morphismXF : XJ ′ → XJ

between cotensors induced by a functor F : J → J ′ is an isofibration whenever F is
injective on objects. (This is related to the well-known fact that there is a model structure
on Cat in which the cofibrations and fibrations are the injective-on-objects functors and
the isofibrations.)

In fact, the isofibrations XF are all normal in the sense of op. cit., and since all the
isofibrations that arise in this paper are either discrete or of the form XF , it follows that
everything we do would still hold with “isofibration” everywhere replaced by “normal
isofibration”. In particular, the resulting notion of pita (or rather “pnita”) 2-categories
would include all 2-categories with finite flexible limits as examples.

2.2. Groupoids. Let C be a 2-category.
An object X ∈ C is groupoidal [Str80b, (1.7)] or simply a groupoid if C(A,X) is a

groupoid for each A ∈ C.
We next want to define the core X iso of an arbitrary object X ∈ C, which when C =

Cat should give the maximal subgroupoid of X. To begin with, this should be a universal
groupoid mapping to X, i.e., we have a morphism i : X iso → X through which any other
morphism from a groupoid factors uniquely, or in other words, i∗ : C(A,X iso)→ C(A,X)
is bijective on objects for all groupoids A. The natural corresponding “2-dimensional”
property is that i∗ induces an isomorphism C(A,X iso)→ C(A,X)iso, where the codomain
is the maximal subgroupoid of C(A,X). Either of these properties does determine X iso up
to isomorphism, but they are not strong enough for our purposes (though see Remark 2.4
below); in particular, we will also want a characterization of the morphisms into X iso from
non-groupoidal A.

2.3. Definition. A morphism f : A → X in C is an arrow-wise iso(morphism) if
αf is invertible for each 2-cell α : A′ A. Note that the composition of an arrow-wise
iso with any morphism is again an arrow-wise iso.

A (strict) core of X is an object X iso together with an arrow-wise iso i : X iso → X with
the following universal property: for each A ∈ C, the functor i∗ : C(A,X

iso) → C(A,X)
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is an isomorphism onto the subcategory of C(A,X) consisting of arrow-wise isos, and
invertible 2-cells between these. (It follows that X iso is groupoidal.)

We say that a 2-category is corepita if it is pita and has cores.

We will usually use the above notation X iso i−→ X for a core of X. From the universal
property of the core, any morphism f : X → Y induces a morphism f iso : X iso → Y iso.
When X is already a groupoid, we have a canonical choice of core idX : X → X, and we
will always assume that X iso has been so chosen unless indicated otherwise. In particular,
a morphism f : X → Y then induces f iso : X → Y iso.

2.4. Remark. There is a notion which is roughly dual to that of core: a (strict) cocore
of X ∈ C is an object X together with a morphism γ : X → X such that for each
A ∈ C, the functor γ∗ : C(X,A)→ C(X,A) is an isomorphism onto the full subcategory
of C(X,A) on the arrow-wise isos. (Assuming C has arrow objects, this is equivalent to
demanding that γ be a bijection on objects for each A.) In Cat, a cocore X is given by
the category obtained by formally inverting all of the morphisms in X, or in other words
the localization of X at all of its morphisms.

Assuming that C has cocores—i.e., that each object in X has a cocore—it follows that
a morphism i : X iso → X in C is a core of X as soon as it has the appropriate universal
property with respect to groupoids, i.e., as soon as i∗ : C(A,X iso) → C(A,X)iso is an
isomorphism for every groupoid A ∈ C.

2.5. DOFs. We recall that a functor F : C→ D is a discrete opfibration (or DOF)
if for each x ∈ C and morphism f : F (x)→ b in D, there is a unique morphism p : x→ y
with F (p) = f .

A morphism f : X → Y in a 2-category C is a DOF if f∗ : C(A,X) → C(A, Y ) is a
DOF for all A ∈ C. Clearly, every DOF is an isofibration.

2.6. Remark. If X, Y ∈ C admit arrow objects X→ and Y →, then it is easy to see that
f : X → Y is a DOF if and only if

Y → Y

X→ X

∂0

f→ f

∂0

is a strict pullback square. In particular, this shows that pita 2-functors between pita
2-categories also preserve DOFs.

In Appendix B, we give further “non-representable” reformulations of certain “repre-
sentably” defined concepts.

We now discuss the properties of DOFs with respect to pullbacks. First of all, as with
isofibrations, they are stable under pullbacks: if f is a DOF in a strict pullback square
(2) (on p. 788), then so is k. Next, if (2) is only a bipullback and f is a DOF, then, by
replacing h with an isomorphic 1-cell, it can be made into a strictly commuting bipullback.
Finally, once this is done—i.e., assuming (2) is a strictly commuting bipullback square
and f is a DOF—if k is also a DOF, then the square is in fact a strict pullback.
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2.7. Definition. We say that a DOF p : S∗ → S in a 2-category C is generic, and that
S is a DOF classifier, if, given any two strict pullback squares

F S∗

A S

f̈

ḟ

⌟
p

f

H S∗

A S,

ḧ

ḣ

⌟
p

h

(4)

as well as a morphism g : F → H satisfying gḣ = ḟ , there is a unique 2-cell γ : f → h for
which there exists a (since p is a DOF necessarily unique) 2-cell γ̈ : f̈ → gḧ with γ̈p = ḟγ.

F

H S∗

A S.

f̈

ḟ

g γ̈

ḧ

ḣ p
f

h

γ

(5)

(We will reformulate this condition in §5.1.)
Given a generic DOF p : S∗ → S, we say that a morphism is p-small (or S-small) if

it is a strict pullback of p : S∗ → S, as are ḟ and ḣ above. Note that any p-small morphism
is a DOF and that, by the above-mentioned properties of DOFs, for a DOF to be p-small,
it suffices for it to be a bipullback of p.

We say that a generic DOF p : S∗ → S is pre-plentiful if the p-small morphisms
satisfy the following closure conditions:

(i) Every DOF which is a monomorphism (in |C|) is p-small (and in particular, every
isomorphism is p-small).

(ii) The composite of p-small morphisms is p-small.

We note that, in general, DOFs satisfy both of these closure conditions, as well as
those in Proposition 2.9 below.

We will come to the full definition of plentiful in §2.19.

2.8. Remark. While the condition of being a monomorphism is unnatural in the 2-
categorical setting, for a DOF f : X → Y , it is equivalent to the more natural condition
of being pseudo-monic [CJSV94, (2.7)], meaning that

X X

X Y

idX

idX f

f

is a bipullback, or equivalently that f∗ : C(A,X) → C(A, Y ) is full on isomorphisms and
faithful for all A ∈ C.
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2.9. Proposition. We have the following further closure properties for p-small mor-
phisms:

(iii) p-small morphisms are closed under pullback.

(iv) p-small morphisms satisfy the following 2-of-3 rule: given morphisms P
f−→ Q

g−→ A,
if g and fg are both p-small, then f is p-small.

Proof.Property (iii) follows immediately from the definition (by pasting pullback squares).
Property (iv) follows from (i)-(iii), since f factors as a composite of p-small DOFs

P
⟨idP ,f⟩−−−−→ P ×A Q

π1−→ Q.
Here, π1 is the pullback of a p-small DOF, and ⟨idP , f⟩ is a monomorphism, and it is

also a DOF by the 2-of-3 property for DOFs, since idP and π1 are DOFs (the latter being
the pullback of a DOF).

2.10. SOFs. As mentioned in the introduction, we will also need to a slight weakening
of the concept of DOF. We recall that the word setoid usually denotes a set with an
equivalence relation; we use it to mean the equivalent concept of a category which is
both a groupoid and a preorder (this is called bidiscrete in [Str80b, §1.7]). Thus, just
as a discrete fibration is a Grothendieck fibration with discrete fibres, we call a fibration
setoidal if it has setoidal fibres—or what amounts to the same, if it is faithful and every
morphism in the total category is cartesian.

2.11. Definition. A functor F : C → D is a setoidal opfibration (or SOF) if F
is faithful, and for each x ∈ C and morphism f : Fx → b, there exists a lift p : x → y
with F (p) = f ; and given a second such lift p′ : x → y′, there is a (necessarily unique)
morphism g : y → y′ with pg = p′ and F (g) = idb. (It follows that g is an isomorphism.)

We say that a morphism f : X → Y in a 2-category C is a SOF if f∗ : C(A,X) →
C(A, Y ) is a SOF for each A ∈ C.

2.12. Remark. The obvious proof that a functor f : C → D which is a SOF is also a
SOF in the 2-category Cat makes use of the axiom of choice (and in fact it cannot be
proven without choice). This is one of several instances where choice is needed to prove
that the 2-categorical generalization of some property of categories or functors does in fact
specialize to the original notion in Cat (another is that of an object having finite limits,
Definition 2.20). In particular, we need choice even to prove that Cat is an elementary
2-topos in our sense.

However, these things should be seen side-effects of working in a strict setting. Specif-
ically, if we instead consider the bicategory Ana of categories and anafunctors [Mak96],
we can indeed show without choice that, for example, a SOF between two categories is
a SOF in Ana (or rather the appropriate bicategorical analogue: the “Street DOFs”
mentioned in §1.3).

Next, we discuss the procedure of replacing a SOF by a DOF.
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2.13. Definition. Given morphisms E
p−→ B

p′←− E ′ in a 2-category C, an equivalence
of morphisms over B between p and p′ consists of morphisms f : E ⇄ E ′ : g with
fp′ = p and gp = p′, and invertible 2-cells α : fg → idE and β : gf → id′

E with αp = idp

and βp = idp′. We say that g is a quasi-inverse of f over B.

E E ′

B

f

p

fg
α

∼

g

p′

gf
β

∼

(6)

2.14. Proposition. Let C be a 2-category and let E
p−→ B

p′←− E ′ be morphisms in C.

(i) If p is a DOF (or more generally, a SOF) and p′ is equivalent to p over B, then p′

is a SOF.

(ii) If p is an isofibration, then any equivalence f : E → E ′ with fp′ = p extends to an
equivalence of morphisms over B as in (6).

(iii) If p is a SOF (or more generally, if p is faithful), and f : E → E ′ is an equivalence
over B with quasi-inverse g, then there is a unique 2-cell α : fg → idE with αp = idp.

(iv) If p is a DOF, then any equivalence f : E → E ′ over B has a unique quasi-inverse
g, and moreover (with α and β as in (6)) we have the equations fg = idE, α = ididE ,
and βg = idg.

Proof. Applying the 2-functors C(A,−) for A ∈ C, reduces (i) to the case C = Cat,
where it is easily checked directly.

For (ii), fix g̃ : E ′ → E and an invertible 2-cell β̃ : g̃f ∼−→ idE′ (these exist by the
assumption that f is an equivalence). Since p is an isofibration, we can find g : E ′ → E
and an invertible 2-cell γ : g̃ ∼−→ g with gp = p′ and γp = β̃p′.

E

E ′ B

p

g̃

g

g̃fp′=g̃p

p′

γ∼

β̃p′

∼

We now set β = (γ−1f)β̃ : gf ∼−→ idE′ and we then have βp′ = (γ−1p)(β̃p′) = idp′ as desired.
Next, since f (being an equivalence) is fully faithful, there is a unique (invertible) 2-cell
α : fg ∼−→ idE with αf = fβ : fgf → f , and we then have αp = αfp′ = fβp′ = f idp′ = idp,
as desired.
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The statement (iii) is obvious.
The equations asserted in (iv) follow from the DOF property of p, since αp = idp and

βgp = βp′ = idp′ . The uniqueness of g also follows from the DOF property of p: given

equivalences (f, gi, αi, βi) over B for i = 1, 2, we have a 2-cell g1
g1α

−1
2−−−→ g1fg2

β1g2−−→ g2 with(
(g1α

−1
2 )(β1g2)

)
p = (g1idp)(β1p

′) = idp′ · idp′ = idp′ .

2.15. Definition. Given a SOF E ′ p′−→ B in a 2-category C, a DOF-collapse of p′ is
a DOF E

p−→ B together with an equivalence g : E ′ → E with gp = p′.

E E ′

B

p

g

p′

By Proposition 2.14, g admits a section f : E → E ′ (i.e., fg = idE), and for any such
g there exists a unique β : gf ∼−→ idE′ with βg = idg.

We also note that (again by Proposition 2.14) given a DOF E
p−→ B, any equivalence

f : E → E ′ with fp′ = p is a section of a unique DOF collapse g : E ′ → E.

2.16. Proposition. The DOF-collapse is uniquely determined up to isomorphism: given
a SOF p′ : E ′ → B in a 2-category C, DOFs pi : Ei → B (i = 1, 2) and equivalences
gi : E

′ → Ei with gipi = p′, there is a unique morphism h : E1 → E2 with g1h = g2, and h
is moreover an isomorphism and satisfies hp2 = p1.

E ′

E1 E2

B

g1 g2

p′

p1

h

p2

Proof. Uniqueness of h, and the fact that it is an isomorphism, follows from g1, g2 being
epimorphisms in the 1-categorical sense (since they each admit a section).

For existence, let f1 : E1 → E ′ be a section of g1 and set h = f1g2. We then have
hp2 = f1p

′ = p1, and we have a 2-cell β1g2 : g1h = g1f1g2
∼−→ g2 with (β1g2)p2 = β1p

′ = idp′ ,
and hence g1h = g2 since p2 is a DOF.

Next, we discuss the relationship of SOFs with generic DOFs.

2.17. Definition. Given a generic DOF p : S∗ → S in a 2-category C, we say that a
SOF p′ : E ′ → B is p-small (or S-small) if there exists a bipullback square

E ′ S∗

B S.

h

p′ p

f

(7)
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2.18. Proposition. The following are equivalent:

(i) p′ : E ′ → B is p-small.

(ii) There exist a strictly commuting bipullback square (7).

(iii) p′ has a p-small DOF-collapse.

Proof. The equivalence of (i) and (ii) follows from the properties of DOFs with respect
to pullbacks stated in §2.5.

That (iii) implies (i) follows from the general fact that given a strictly commutative
diagram

E ′

E S∗

B S,

g

h

p′

h

q p

f

in which the inner square is a strict pullback and g is an equivalence, the outer square is a
bipullback (this holds more generally if the inner square and two triangles only commute
up to isomorphism, and the inner square is only a bipullback).

To see that (ii) implies (iii), supposing we have a strictly commuting bipullback square
(7), we may form a strict pullback of p along f to obtain a strictly commuting diagram
as above with q a DOF. Since both squares are bipullbacks, it follows from the universal
property of bipullbacks that g is an equivalence.

2.19. Internal finite limits and the monomorphism fibration.We now describe
the construction of the object of monomorphisms Mon(X) of a given object X. This will
require the assumption that X have finite limits in the sense of [Str80a, (9.14)].

2.20. Definition. We say an object X in a 2-category C has finite limits if C(A,X)
has finite limits for each A ∈ C, and f ∗ : C(A,X) → C(A′, X) preserves finite limits for
any f : A′ → A in C.

In loc. cit., it is remarked that, as in the familiar case C = Cat, if C has finite cotensors,
then X has finite limits if and only if the diagonal morphism ∆: X → XJ (classifying

the constant functor J
constidX−−−−−→ C(X,X)) has a right adjoint for each finite category J .

In §B.1, we describe another alternative characterization of having finite limits.

2.21. Remark. We say that a limit of a given diagram J → C(A,X) is stable it if is
preserved under f ∗ : C(A,X)→ C(A′, X) for all f : A′ → A in C (thus X has finite limits
if and only if for all A ∈ C, each finite diagram in C(A,X) has a stable limit).

When C = Cat, the stability condition is fulfilled as soon as it holds with A′ = 1 the
terminal category—in other words, the stable limits are in this case the pointwise limits.
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While the property X ∈ Cat having finite limits, in the usual sense, is indeed char-
acterized by the above definition (assuming the axiom of choice—see Remark 2.12), it is
also characterized by the simpler condition that Cat(A,X) have (not necessarily stable)
finite limits. However, the present definition is the more natural one in the 2-categorical
context, as is confirmed by the alternative characterizations mentioned above.

2.22. Definition. A 2-cell α : A B in a 2-category C is a stable monomorphism
if it is a monomorphism and hα is a monomorphism for every h : C → A in C.

As with the notion of stable limit, the notion of stable monomorphism specializes to
that of pointwise monomorphism in the case C = Cat.

2.23. Definition.Given an object X in a 2-category C, a monomorphism object for

X is an object Mon(X) together with a stable monomorphism 2-cell ∂ : Mon(X)
∂0

∂1
X

such that for any A ∈ C, the functor ∂∗ : C(A,Mon(X))→ C(A,X)→ is an isomorphism
onto the full subcategory of C(A,X)→ consisting of stable monomorphisms.

We will generally use the above notation to denote a monomorphism object and the
associated universal 2-cell.

Note that in the case C = Cat, every C ∈ C has a monomorphism object, given by
the full subcategory Mon(C) ⊂ C→ with objects the monomorphisms of C.

2.24. Proposition. Let C be a pita 2-category. Then any X ∈ C with finite limits
admits a monomorphism object.

One can give a fairly direct construction of Mon(X), but in Corollary A.3, we obtain
it as a consequence of a more general construction of cotensors of X with arbitrary finite
limit sketches.

2.25. Proposition. Given an object X in a 2-category C, a monomorphism object
Mon(X), and cores Mon(X)iso and X iso, the induced morphism ∂iso

1 : Mon(X)iso → X iso

is a SOF.

Proof. We need to see that C(A,Mon(X)iso)
(∂iso

1 )∗−−−→ C(A,X iso) is a SOF for all A ∈ C.
Now, we have a commuting square of functors

C(A,Mon(X)iso) Mon(C(A,X))iso

C(A,X iso) C(A,X)iso

(i∂)∗

(∂iso
1 )∗ ∂iso

1

i∗

with the horizontal arrows fully faithful and injective on objects. The objects in the image
of i∗ are by definition the arrow-wise isos, and the objects in the image of the (i∂)∗ are
the stable monos α : f → g with f, g : A→ X both arrow-wise isos.

Now, using that since C(A,X) has pullbacks, one easily sees that the functor ∂iso
1 is

a SOF. Because (i∂)∗ is fully faithful, to see that (∂iso
1 )∗ is SOF, it then suffices to show
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that whenever the domain of a cocartesian morphism in Mon(C(A,X))iso is in the image
of (i∂)∗, then so is its codomain. But this is clear, since Mon(C(A,X))iso is a groupoid,
and the properties of being a stable mono and of being an arrow-wise iso are invariant
under isomorphism.

Recall the notion of pre-plentiful generic DOF from Definition 2.7.

2.26. Definition. We say that a pre-plentiful generic DOF p : S∗ → S in a 2-category C

is plentiful if there exists a monomorphism object Mon(S) and cores Siso and Mon(S)iso,
and the SOF

∂iso
1 : Mon(S)iso → Siso

is p-small.

Below, we will be assuming that C is corepita, and we will see in §5.10 that any
pre-plentiful DOF classifier has finite limits, so the assumptions that Mon(S), Siso, and
Mon(S)iso exist will hold automatically.

3. Congruences

We take for granted the definition of an internal category C in a 1-category C, for which
we will typically use the notation

C2 C1 C0,

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e (8)

as well as the definitions of internal functor and internal natural transformation—see,
e.g., [Hel20, Definition 5.2]. We recall in particular that each object A ∈ C gives rise to a
1-category with objects C(A,C0) and arrows C(A,C1), which we denote by C(A,C)—and
each morphism u : A′ → A gives rise to a functor u∗ : C(A′, C)→ C(A,C).

We introduce some further notation connected with an internal category C. The
associativity condition in the definition of C being an internal category makes use of the
pullback C3 = C2×C1×C2 (which is thus assumed to exist in C), which we call an object
of triples of C. We write π012, π123 : C3 → C2 for the associated projection maps:

C3 C2

C2 C1.

π012

π123

⌟
π12

π01

We also define π02
..= π012π02 : C3 → C1 and π12

..= π012π12 = π123π01 : C3 → C1 and define
π01, π13, π23 : C3 → C1 and π0, π1, π2, π3 : C3 → C0 similarly. Given an object A ∈ C and
morphisms f01, f12, f23 : A→ C1, we write ⟨f01, f12, f23⟩ : A→ C3 for the unique morphism
with ⟨f01, f12, f23⟩πi(i+1) = fi(i+1) for i = 0, 1, 2.

We now turn to the 2-categorical case.
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3.1. Definition.An internal double category3 C in a pita 2-category C is an internal
category in |C| such that the morphism ⟨π0, π1⟩ : C1 → C0×C0 is an isofibration. We say
that C is groupoidal if C0, C1, C2 are.

The definition of C being an internal category in |C| involves the pullback condition
C2
∼= C1 ×C0 ×C1 and also involves the object of triples C3 = C2 ×C1 ×C2. We note

that these pullbacks in |C| exist and are strict pullbacks in C, since π0 : C1 → C0 is an

isofibration (being the composite C1
⟨π0,π1⟩−−−−→ C0×C0

π0−→ C0 of isofibrations) and π01 : C2 →
C1 is an isofibration (being a pullback of π0).

3.2. Remark. The only reason we impose the condition that ⟨π0, π1⟩ is an isofibration
is so that the relevant pullback squares are in fact bipullbacks, and hence that our notion
of internal double category becomes a special case of the obvious “weak/bicategorical”
version of the same concept (as in [Str82a, §1]). We note in particular that the “weak”
analogue of an isofibration (which might be called a “Street isofibration” following [Joh93])
is simply an arbitrary morphism.

In any case, this will not matter very much, since the internal double categories we
will actually be considering will satisfy the stronger condition that ⟨π0, π1⟩ is a DOF.
Similarly, the assumption in Definition 3.1 that C is pita is convenient, but not really
necessary (just as one needn’t assume that a category C has all finite limits in order to
consider internal categories in C).

Finally, we note that we should really call this notion a “strict internal double cate-
gory”, and likewise for the other notions introduced in this section, but we will drop the
adjective “strict”.

We recall that an internal double category C in Cat is a double category in the usual
sense (see e.g., [KS74]), with objects ObC0, horizontal arrows ObC1, vertical arrows
ArC0, and 2-cells (squares) ArC1. The horizontal category of C is C0, and we write ObC
for the vertical category. The condition that C is groupoidal corresponds to all the vertical
arrows being invertible, and all the 2-cells being vertically invertible (i.e., invertible with
respect to vertical composition).

Given a 2-cell α in a double category, we refer to the two horizontal arrows and two
vertical arrows forming its horizontal and vertical source and target as its boundary.

Now if C is an internal double category in an arbitrary pita 2-category C, applying
the limit-preserving 2-functors C(A,−) : C → Cat gives us double categories C(A,C) for
each A ∈ C. We have that C is groupoidal if and only if each C(A,−) is.

3.3. Definition.A groupoidal bo-congruence (or just gbo-congruence) C in a pita
2-category C is a groupoidal internal double category such that ⟨π0, π1⟩ : C1 → C0 × C0 is
a DOF.

Note that C is a gbo-congruence if and only if C(A,C) is one for each A ∈ C.

3This terminology is consistent with using “internal category” in a 2-category C to simply refer to an
object of C (and “internal elementary topos” to refer to a certain kind of object), and using “internal
set” in a 1-category C to refer to an object of C.
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3.4. Remark. The name “bo-congruence” comes from [BG14, Proposition 22], where
they are called “Fbo-congruences” (“bo” is for “bijective-on-objects”). That paper studies
several natural variants of the notion of congruence in a 2-category.

The condition that ⟨π0, π1⟩ is a DOF is analogous to the requirement that R→ X×X
be a monomorphism in the definition of an internal equivalence relation R on an object
X in a 1-category.

In the non-groupoidal case, the corresponding condition is that C0
π0←− C1

π1−→ C0 is a
2-sided discrete fibration, see loc. cit. Most of the results of this section have counterparts
in the non-groupoidal case.

Let us now see what it means for a double category to be a gbo-congruence. Fix a
groupoidal internal double category C in Cat.

We define a relation vRh between vertical arrows v : A → B and horizontal arrows
h : A→ B, by declaring that vRh if there exists a 2-cell

A B

B B

v

h

α idB

idB

or equivalently
A A

A B.

idA

idA

α v

h

(9)

(To see that they are equivalent: given α as on the left, consider the vertical composite
idv · α−1, where α−1 is the vertical inverse of α.)

It is immediate that idAR idA and one sees upon contemplating the diagram

A B C

B B C

C C C

h1

v1 α1

h2

id idh2
id

id

v2 idv2

h2

v2 α2 id

id id

that v1Rh1 and v2Rh2 imply (v1v2)R(h1h2).
We note that the functor ⟨π0, π1⟩ : C1 → C0 × C0 is faithful (a weaker condition than

being a DOF) if any only if any two 2-cells in C with the same boundary are equal—hence,
in this case the above 2-cell α is uniquely determined.

3.5. Proposition. Let C be a groupoidal internal double category in Cat. Then the
functor ⟨π0, π1⟩ : C1 → C0×C0 is a DOF if and only if the following two conditions hold:

(i) The above relation R is a function (i.e., for all v there is a unique h with vRh, in
which case we write h = R(v)), and
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(ii) Given morphisms h, k, u, v as below, there is at most one 2-cell α with the given
boundary, and such an α exists if and only if h ·R(v) = R(u) · k.

A B

C D

u

h

α v

k

Proof. First suppose ⟨π0, π1⟩ is a DOF.
It follows immediately that R is a function, since given three of the four sides of either

square in (9) (namely the sides except for h) the DOF property implies that there is a
unique h and a unique α for which the boundary of α is the given square.

Regarding (ii), we have already noted that uniqueness of α follows from ⟨π0, π1⟩ being
faithful. Now supposing that such an α exists, we can form the composite 2-cell

A A B B

A C D B,

id

id u

h

α v

id

id

R(u) k R(v)−1

and it then follows from the DOF condition that h = R(u) · k · R(v)−1 as desired. The
converse (that this equation implies the existence of a 2-cell α) is proved similarly.

Now, conversely, suppose that conditions (i)-(ii) hold. To prove that ⟨π0, π1⟩ is a DOF,
we need to show that given morphisms h, u, v as in (ii) above, there is a unique morphism k
and 2-cell α as shown. However, condition (ii) says that we must take k = R(u)−1 ·h·R(v),
and that there will then be a unique such α.

The function R appearing above in the case of a double category has a counterpart
for internal double categories in a general 2-category:

3.6. Definition. Let C be a groupoidal internal double category in a pita 2-category C,
and fix an arrow object C→

0 of C0.
We say that a morphism r : C→

0 → C1 is a reflection morphism if there exists a

2-cell ρ̄ : C→
0

r

∂1e
C1 with ρ̄⟨π0, π1⟩ = ⟨∂, id∂1⟩, or equivalently, a 2-cell ρ : C→

0

∂0e

r
C1 with

ρ⟨π0, π1⟩ = ⟨∂, id∂1⟩.

C1

C→
0 C0 × C0

⟨π0,π1⟩

⟨∂0,∂1⟩

⟨∂1,∂1⟩

r

∂1e

ρ̄

⟨∂,id∂1 ⟩

C1

C→
0 C0 × C0

⟨π0,π1⟩

⟨∂0,∂0⟩

⟨∂0,∂1⟩

∂0e

r

ρ

⟨id∂0 ,∂⟩

(To see the equivalence of the two conditions: given ρ, set ρ̄ = ρ−1(∂e).)
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3.7. Remark. If ⟨π0, π1⟩ is faithful, then there is at most one reflection morphism, and if
⟨π0, π1⟩ is a DOF, then there is exactly one. In the latter case, for each A ∈ C, the induced

functor C(A,C0)
→ (∂∗)−1

∼ C(A,C→
0 )

r∗−→ C(A,C1) is given on objects by the function R
appearing in Proposition 3.5, and on arrows, it takes each square

W X

Y Z

u

w x

v

in the vertical category C(A,C0) of C(A,C) (considered as a morphism u→ v in C(A,C0)
→)

to the unique 2-cell

W X

Y Z

Ru

w α x

Rv

in C(A,C) with the displayed boundary.
In particular (by taking A to be the terminal category), this gives a description of the

reflection morphism for gbo-congruences in Cat.

We also have a counterpart of Proposition 3.5 in a general pita 2-category C. To state
it, fix a groupoidal internal double category C in C, suppose r is a reflection morphism
for C, and consider the strict pullbacks (of isofibrations)

C1 ×C0 C
→
0 C→

0

C1 C0

⌟
∂0

π1

C→
0 ×C0 C1 C1

C→
0 C0

⌟
π0

∂1

(C1 ×C0 C
→
0 )×C1 (C

→
0 ×C0 C1) C→

0 ×C0 C1

C1 ×C0 C
→
0 C1.

⌟
(r×C0

idC1
)π02

(idC1
×C0

r)π02

We then have a morphism〈
⟨∂0, π→

1 ⟩, ⟨π→
0 , ∂1⟩

〉
: C→

1 → (C1 ×C0 C
→
0 )×C1 (C

→
0 ×C0 C1).

3.8. Proposition. A groupoidal internal double category C in a pita 2-category C is
a gbo-congruence if and only if it admits a reflection morphism r such that the above
morphism

〈
⟨∂0, π→

1 ⟩, ⟨π→
0 , ∂1⟩

〉
is an isomorphism.
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Proof. We have already noted that C being a gbo-congruence implies the existence of a
reflection morphism r.

Now, given a reflection morphism r, the condition that
〈
⟨∂0, π→

1 ⟩, ⟨π→
0 , ∂1⟩

〉
is an iso-

morphism is equivalent to
〈
⟨∂0, π→

1 ⟩, ⟨π→
0 , ∂1⟩

〉
∗ : ObC(A,C→

1 )→ Ob
(
A, (C1 ×C0 C

→
0 )×C1 (C

→
0 ×C0 C1)

)
being a bijection for all A ∈ C. But unfolding the definitions, we see that this condition
is equivalent to each of the double categories C(A,C) satisfying the condition (ii) from
Proposition 3.5, and is thus equivalent to each C(A,C) being a gbo-congruence, and thus
to C itself being a gbo-congruence.

The fact the function R from Proposition 3.5 preserves composites and identity mor-
phisms also has a counterpart for the reflection morphism r. Given a groupoid X in a
pita 2-category C, we obtain a (groupoidal) internal double category (this is precisely the
nerve Nv(X) of X—see §3.20 below)

X [2] X→ X,

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

where [2] is the category corresponding to the linear order {0 < 1 < 2}.

3.9. Proposition. Given a groupoidal internal double category C in a pita 2-category
C and a reflection morphism r for C, the morphisms idC0 : C0 → C0 and r : C→

0 → C1

constitute an internal functor Nv(C0)→ C.

Proof. It suffices to show that for each A ∈ C, the maps id∗ : |C|(A,C0)→ |C|(A,C0) and
r∗ : |C|(A,C→

0 )→ |C|(A,C1) constitute a functor |C|
(
A,Nv(C)

)
→ |C|(A,C). It is easy to

see that the category |C|
(
A,Nv(C0)

)
is identified (via id : |C|

(
A,C0

)
→ ObC(A,C0) and

∂∗ : |C|(A,C→
0 )→ ArC(A,C0)) with the category C(A,C0)—i.e., the category of vertical

arrows in the double category C(A,C)—whereupon r∗ is identified with (a function which
is a subset of the relation) R from p. 800.

The claim thus follows from the properties idAR idA and (v1Rh2∧v2Rh2)⇒ (v1v2)R(h1h2)
of R.

3.10. Complete congruences. We now discuss Rezk’s complete Segal condition, as
introduced in [Rez01]. The condition we are about to state is slightly different from the
one in op. cit., but in Proposition 3.19, we will show that they are equivalent.

3.11. Definition. Given a groupoid X in a 2-category and an arrow object X→ for X,
we define the inversion morphism τ : X→ → X→ of X→ to be the unique morphism
satisfying τ∂ = ∂−1.

Next, we say that a gbo-congruence C in a pita 2-category C is Rezk complete (or
just complete) if the square

C→
0 C3

C0 × C0 C1 × C1

⟨r,τr,r⟩

⟨∂0,∂1⟩ ⟨π02,π13⟩

e×e

(10)
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is a strict pullback square, where r is the reflection morphism. We note that if this is a
strict pullback square, it is a bipullback; indeed, we have that the composite

C3
⟨π02,π13⟩−−−−−→ C1 × C1

⟨π0π0,π1π0,π0π1,π1π1⟩−−−−−−−−−−−−−→ C0 × C0 × C0 × C0,

is a DOF by (two applications of) Lemma 3.12 below, and the second factor is a also a
DOF, and hence the first factor is as well by the 2-of-3 property of DOFs.

We will use complete congruence as a shorthand for “complete gbo-congruence”.
We note that a gbo-congruence C in C is complete if and only if C(A,C) is complete for
each A ∈ C.

3.12. Lemma. Let A,B,C,X, Y be objects in a 2-category C, and suppose we are given
strict products A×B and B×C, morphisms ⟨f, g⟩ : X → A×B and ⟨h, k⟩ : Y → B×C,
and a strict pullback square

X ×B Y Y

X B.

π1

π0 h

g

Then if ⟨f, g⟩ and ⟨g, h⟩ are DOFs, so is

⟨π0f, π0g, π1k⟩ = ⟨π0f, π1h, π1k⟩ : X ×B Y → A×B × C.

Proof. This follows from the closure of DOFs under composition and pullbacks, since
the morphism in question is just

⟨f, g⟩ ×B ⟨g, h⟩ : X ×B Y → (A×B)×B (B × C).

Next, we clarify the notion of completeness by means of an alternative characterization.

3.13. Definition. Given an internal double category C in a pita 2-category C and a
morphism f : A→ C1, we say that a morphism g : A→ C1 is a C-inverse of f (and that
f is C-invertible) if it is an inverse to f in the category |C|(A,C) (i.e., a horizontal
inverse in C(A,C)). Note that if f has a C-inverse, it is uniquely determined.

An object of isomorphisms of C is an object C∼= ∈ C equipped with a C-invertible
morphism c : C∼= → C1 and such that each C-invertible morphism f : A → C1 factors
uniquely through c (so in particular, c is a monomorphism4).

Of course, if an object of isomorphisms exists, it is determined uniquely up to isomor-
phism. Let us next see that one always exists:

4It will follow from Proposition 3.14 that, for an object of isomorphism c : C∼= → C1, it is also the case

that each 2-cell α : A C1—i.e., 2-cell in C(A,C)—which is horizontally invertible factors through a

unique 2-cell α : A C∼=, and hence that c is fully faithful. We mention this because it suggests what
the “weak” analogue of an object of isomorphisms should be.
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3.14. Proposition. Let C be an internal double category in a pita 2-category C. Then

(i) Given a morphism f : A→ C1 in C, there exists a commutative square

A C3

C0 × C0 C1 × C1

⟨f,g,h⟩

⟨x,y⟩ ⟨π02,π13⟩

e×e

if and only if f is C-invertible. In this case, there is a unique such square; more
precisely, we have f = h, g is the C-inverse of f , and ⟨x, y⟩ = f⟨π0, π1⟩.

(ii) If f : A→ C1 is C-invertible, then the above commutative square is a strict pullback
square if and only if f : A→ C1 is an object of isomorphisms for C.

Proof. Regarding (i), a morphism ⟨f, g, h⟩ : A → C3 is the same as three consecutive
morphisms f, g, h in the category |C|(A,C), and a morphism ⟨x, y⟩ : A → C0 × C0 is
the same as two objects x, y in |C|(A,C). The commutativity of the above square then
says precisely that the composition in |C|(A,C) of f and g is the identity at the object
x, and the composition of g and h is the identity at y. But this is the same as saying
that f and h are equal and have C-inverse g, and that x = dom|C|(A,C)(f) = fπ0 and
y = cod|C|(A,C)(f) = fπ1.

Regarding (ii), let D be the cospan C0 × C0
e×e−−→ C1 × C1

⟨π02,π13⟩←−−−−− C3, and for any
object A′ ∈ C, let Cone(A′, D) be the category of cones (in |C|) over D with vertex
A′, and write |C|(A′, C1)inv for the set of C-invertible morphisms in |C|(A′, C). Write
Φ: Cone(A′, D)→ |C|(A′, C1)inv for the map taking a cone C0 × C0 ← A′ u−→ C3 to uπ01.
By (i), Φ is a bijection.

Then, given a commuting square as in (i), we have, for each A′ in C, a commuting
triangle

Cone(A′, D)

|C|(A′, A)

|C|(A′, C1)inv.

Φ

∼

f∗

But now the square in (i) is a pullback square if and only if the upper horizontal morphism
in the above triangle is a bijection for all A′, and f : A→ C1 is a object of isomorphisms
if and only if the lower morphism f∗ is a bijection for all A′. The claim follows.

We conclude:

3.15. Corollary. Given a gbo-congruence C in a pita 2-category C, the reflection iso-
morphism r : C→

0 → C1 is an object of isomorphisms if and only if C is complete.
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3.16. Remark. We note that, for any gbo-congruence C in a pita 2-category C, the re-
flection morphism r : C→

0 → C1 has C-inverse τr (i.e., the square (10) in Definition 3.11 is
always commutative). This follows from Proposition 3.9 and the fact that τ is a horizontal
inverse morphism for the internal double category Nv(C) (i.e., fτ is a C-inverse of f for
each f : A→ C→

0 in C).

We next consider complete congruences in Cat.

3.17. Proposition. Given a gbo-congruence C in Cat, the inclusion j : Choriso ↪→ C1

of the full subcategory Choriso of C1 whose objects are the horizontal isomorphisms is an
object of isomorphisms for C.

Proof.Note first that by the assumption that C is a gbo-congruence, every 2-cell between
horizontal isomorphisms in C is horizontally invertible. We thus have an inversion functor
τ : Choriso → Choriso taking each horizontal isomorphism in C (i.e., object in Choriso) to its
inverse, and taking each 2-cell between horizontal isomorphisms in C (i.e., morphism in
Choriso) to its horizontal inverse.

By Proposition 3.14, to prove our claim, it now suffices to show that

Choriso C3

C0 × C0 C1 × C1.

⟨j,τj,j⟩

⟨π0,π1⟩ ⟨π02,π13⟩

e×e

is a pullback square in Cat, i.e., that for each pair of objects (X, Y ) ∈ (C0 × C0) × C3,
there is a unique object Z ∈ C∼= mapping to X and Y under the given functors, and
likewise with arrows. This is easily verified.

3.18. Proposition. For a gbo-congruence C in Cat, the following are equivalent:

(i) C is complete

(ii) The function R appearing in Proposition 3.5 is a bijection between vertical mor-
phisms of C and horizontal isomorphisms of C.

(iii) C is isomorphic to the double category of vertically invertible commutative squares
in the horizontal category D = ObC of C—this is the double category with D as
its horizontal category, the core Diso of D as its vertical category, and whose 2-cells
are the commutative squares in D whose left and right sides are isomorphisms.

Proof. The equivalence of (ii) and (iii) is clear in light of Proposition 3.5.
The equivalence of (i) and (ii) follows from Corollary 3.15 using the explicit descrip-

tions of the reflection morphism and object of isomorphisms of C from Remark 3.7 and
Proposition 3.17, respectively.
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Let us now see that our definition of completeness is equivalent to (an analogue of) the
original definition from [Rez01]. Note that the morphism e : C0 → C1 admits a C-inverse
(namely e itself) and hence factors through a unique morphism ē : C0 → C∼=.

3.19. Proposition. Let C be a gbo-congruence in a pita 2-category C. Then C is com-
plete if and only if the morphism ē : C0 → C∼= is an equivalence.

Proof. Since gbo-congruences, completeness, equivalences, and objects of isomorphisms
are preserved and jointly reflected by the 2-functors C(A,−), we may reduce the statement
to the case C = Cat.

In this case, we have by Proposition 3.17 that C∼= ⊂ C1 is the category of horizontal
isomorphisms. Now, the functor ē : C0 → C∼= (taking each object and vertical morphism
to its horizontal identity) is always faithful (since it admits a retraction π0 : C1 → C0),
and one verifies that it is full if and only if the function R from Proposition 3.5 is injective,
and is essentially surjective if and only if R is surjective. Hence, the claim follows from
Proposition 3.18.

3.20. Nerves and quotients. For k ∈ Z≥0, let [k] denote the linear order with k + 1
elements {0, . . . , k}, which we consider as a category. We write δa0...ak : [k] → [l] for the
functor taking i to ai for each i = 0, . . . , k.

Now fix an object X in a pita 2-category C, and fix cotensors X [0], X [1] = X→ and
X [2], where we may take X [0] = X.

We have the usual internal category

[2] [1] [0]

δ01

δ12

δ02

δ0

δ1

δ00 (11)

in |Cat|op and hence an internal category

X [2] X→ X

Xδ01

Xδ12

Xδ02

Xδ0=∂0

Xδ1=∂1

Xδ00
(12)

in |C|; this is indeed an internal category (and in fact an internal double category in C)
since the (partially defined) anafunctor X(−) : |Cat|op → |C| preserves finite limits (as it
is a partially defined right adjoint to the functor C(−, X) : |C| → |Cat|op).

3.21. Definition. Given an object X in a pita 2-category C, we define a nerve of X
to be an internal double category Nv(X) of the form

(X [2])iso (X→)iso X iso,

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

where πij =
(
Xδij

)iso
, πj = (Xδj)iso = (∂j)

iso, and e =
(
Xδ00

)iso
.

That this is indeed an internal double category follows from the fact that the anafunctor
(−)iso : C → C preserves pullbacks (Lemma 3.24 below).
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For each A ∈ C, the double category C
(
A,Nv(X)

)
is isomorphic (via i∗ : C(A,X

iso)→
C(A,X) and (i∂)∗ : C

(
A, (X→)iso

)
→ C(A,X)→) to the double category of vertically in-

vertible commutative squares in the full subcategory of C(A,X) on the arrow-wise isos
(see Proposition 3.18).

In particular (taking A to be the terminal category), we see that for X ∈ Cat, Nv(X)
is isomorphic to the double category of vertically invertible commutative squares in X.

3.22. Remark. The universal property of the core of a cotensor (XJ)iso can be described
directly, without reference to (or even assuming the existence of) the intermediate object
XJ : there is a functor ẽv : J → C

(
(XJ)iso, X

)
(namely ẽv = evX,J ◦ i∗) such that for any

A ∈ C, the functor C(A, (XJ)iso)→ C(A,X)J (taking f to ẽv◦f ∗) is an isomorphism onto
the subcategory of C(A,X)J consisting of functors valued in arrow-wise isomorphisms,
and natural isomorphisms between these.

In particular, for each 2-cell α : A X between arrow-wise isos, there is a unique

morphism f : A→ (X→)iso with fi∂ = α.

3.23. Remark.The nerve as defined here is precisely the “2-kernel complex” of e : X iso →
X in the sense of [Mak93, S2], and the “Fbo-kernel” of [BG14, §5.1]. (By contrast, the
“congruence associated with an arrow” of [Str82b, §1.9] contains more data, and corre-
sponds to the “Fso-kernel” of [BG14, §5.2].)

3.24. Lemma. Given a strict pullback square

A B

C D

h

k

⌟
f

g

in a 2-category, if the objects A,B,C,D all have strict cores, then the induced square

Aiso Biso

C iso Diso

hiso

kiso f iso

giso

is also a strict pullback square.

Proof. This comes down to the claims, for any object U , that (i) given arrow-wise isos
b : U → B and c : U → C such that bf = cg, the induced morphism ⟨b, c⟩ : U → A is
again an arrow-wise iso, and (ii), given invertible 2-cells β : U B and γ : U C, the

induced 2-cell ⟨β, γ⟩ : U A is also invertible.

One sees that (i) reduces to (ii), and (ii) holds since ⟨β−1, γ−1⟩ = ⟨β, γ⟩−1.
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3.25. Proposition. If C is a pita 2-category, then any nerve in C is a complete con-
gruence. If C = Cat, then conversely, any complete congruence is a nerve.

Proof. The case C = Cat follows from Proposition 3.18 since the nerves in Cat are
(up to isomorphism) precisely the double categories of vertically invertible commutative
squares. The general case follows since C

(
A,Nv(X)

)
is isomorphic to a double category

of vertically commutative invertible squares for each A ∈ C, hence each C
(
A,Nv(X)

)
is

a complete gbo-congruence, hence Nv(X) is one as well.

3.26. Remark.One of our axioms for a 2-topos C will be that every complete congruence
is a nerve.

We will also want later on to identify the reflection morphism in a nerve.

3.27. Lemma. Given an object X in a corepita 2-category C, the reflection morphism
r : (X iso)→ → (X→)iso of Nv(X) is the morphism determined by the condition ri∂ = ∂i.

Proof. Let f : (X iso)→ → (X→)iso be the morphism satisfying fi∂ = ∂i. To show that
f = r, it suffices to show that f∗ = r∗ : C(A, (X

iso)→) → C(A, (X→)iso) for all A ∈ C.
Now, r∗ is the reflection morphism for the gbo-congruence C(A,Nv(X)) in Cat. But using
the explicit description of the latter (Remark 3.7), we see that it agrees with f∗ as well.

Next, we discuss quotients of congruences. Let C be an internal double category in
a pita 2-category C, or in fact any diagram of the shape (8) on p. 798 satisfying the
applicable identities π01π1 = π12π0, π02π0 = π01π0, π02π1 = π12π1, and eπ0 = eπ1 = idC0 .

We define a quotient of C to be a weighted colimit with respect to the weight given
by the internal category (11) on p. 807 in |Cat|op.

Let us spell this out:

3.28. Definition. Given an object X in a 2-category C, and with C as above, a cocone
under C with vertex X consists of a morphism γ : C0 → X and 2-cell γ01 : π0γ → π1γ

C2 C1 C0

X

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

π0γ π1γ

γ

γ01

satisfying

eγ01= idγ

π02γ01= (π01γ01)(π12γ01)

π01π0γ π01π1γ

π12π0γ π12π1γ

π02π0γ π02π1γ.

π01γ01

π12γ01

π02γ01
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We obtain a category Cocone(C,X) of cocones under C with vertex X, where a morphism
(γ, γ01) → (γ′, γ′

01) is a 2-cell α : γ → γ′ with (π0α)γ
′
01 = γ01(π1α), and composition is

defined in the obvious way.
A cocone (γ, γ01) with vertex X is a (strict) quotient of C if for each Y ∈ C, the

evident functor C(X, Y )→ Cocone(C, Y ) is an isomorphism.

3.29. Remark. There is also a notion of weak quotient, defined as a weak weighted
colimit (or “weighted bicolimit”), rather than a strict one. We note that, since the weight
involved is a pie weight (see [PR91]), any strict quotient is also a weak one.

Any nerve comes with a canonical cocone

(X [2])iso (X→)iso X iso

X

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

π0γ π1γ

γ=i

γ01

where γ01 = i∂.

3.30. Definition. We call the above cocone the tautological cocone under Nv(X).

4. The axioms

Let C be a 2-category. Our axioms are:

(L) C has pita limits.

(C) C has strict cores.

(N) Every complete congruence in C is a nerve.

(Q) The tautological cocone under any nerve is a strict quotient.

(D) C has a plentiful generic DOF.

(In fact, we will not really make use of Axiom (D): though we will often be working
with and proving things about a fixed plentiful generic DOF S, we will not draw any
consequences from the mere existence of one—see also Axiom (UA) below.)

In order to have everything in one place, let us also repeat here the definition of
plentiful (Definitions 2.7 and 2.26): a DOF classifier S is plentiful if

(D1) every DOF which is a monomorphism is S-small,

(D2) the composite of S-small morphisms is S-small, and

(D3) the monomorphism fibration ∂iso
1 : Mon(S)iso → Siso is S-small.
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We note, concerning Axiom (L), that the main point is to demand all finite bilimits;
the choice to require pita limits is simply a matter of convenience. This brings out a
certain arbitrariness in the selection of the strict 2-topos axioms: the fully weak versions
of the axioms are more definite, and the strict versions consist in assuming the existence
of certain convenient “strictifications”. Of course, these strictifications should ideally
satisfy the constraint that any bicategory satisfying the weak 2-topos axioms should be
biequivalent to a strict 2-category satisfying the strict versions.

Another remark about Axiom (L) is that, as noted in §2.1.2, everything in this paper
goes through if (L) is replaced by the weaker, and possibly more natural, axiom

(Ln) C has pnita limits.

We will loosely use the term 2-topos to refer to a 2-category satisfying the above
axioms, as well as those we discuss below, or whatever subset of these axioms is relevant
to the situation at hand. However, it will be useful to have a name for a 2-category
satisfying the first four axioms.

4.1. Definition.We say that a 2-category is groupoidant if it satisfies Axioms (L), (C), (N), and (Q).

4.2. Further natural axioms.We now discuss further axioms which we will not make
any use of in this paper, but which are natural to include.

The first, from [Web07] is:

(CC) C is a cartesian-closed 2-category.

As we noted in §1.4, the remaining axiom—or rather, datum—from [Web07], namely that
of a duality involution, is omitted, since we will prove from our axioms that one exists;
see §6.15 below.

Next, concerning (D), we note that [Web07] in fact takes a fixed generic DOF as one
of the data of a 2-topos. As mentioned in §1.4, we generally consider that a 2-topos
should be a 2-category with extra properties, and so we make the trivial modification of
demanding the existence of a generic DOF.

However, this brings out a very interesting difference between 1-topoi and 2-topoi:
whereas the universal property of the subobject classifier determines it up to isomorphism,
the DOF classifier is not even uniquely determined up to equivalence. Indeed, Cat has a
DOF classifier Set<κ for each strongly inaccessible cardinal κ. This situation is familiar
from the context of large cardinal axioms in set theory, and is probably unavoidable: in
set theory, given any fixed set of axioms, one can always introduce a new axiom asserting
the existence of a universe satisfying all of the previous axioms.

In this connection, it is natural, rather than just assuming the existence of one plentiful
generic DOF, to introduce an axiom for 2-topoi which is an analogue of the Axiom of
Universes stating that every set belongs to some Grothendieck universe:

(UA) For any two SOFs p1, p2 in C, there is a plentiful generic DOF p such that p1 and
p2 are both p-small.
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By induction (by applying the axiom to the plentiful generic DOFs themselves), this
implies that any finite set of SOFs are classified by a single DOF classifier.

We note that, in light of Proposition 2.18, (UA) is equivalent to the corresponding
statement only involving DOFs p1 and p2, together with the axiom: every SOF in C has
a DOF collapse. We also note that it would be natural to demand the condition in (UA)
not only for SOFs, but for their “fully weak” analogues, the “Street DOFs” mentioned
in §1.3 and Remark 2.12. However, assuming C is pita, this already follows from (UA),
since in a pita 2-category, every Street DOF is equivalent to a SOF.

Regarding the non-uniqueness of DOF classifiers, see also Theorem 5.23.
Finally, the Axioms (N) and (Q) are essentially special cases of the “(bijective-on-

objects,fully-faithful)-exactness” condition of [BG14]. Hence, we could instead simply
assume this wholesale:

(EX) C is Fbo-exact in the sense of [BG14, §5.1].

Again, it would be very interesting if, as in the case of 1-topoi, this axiom followed
automatically from the others.

In the presence of (EX), the Axioms (N) and (Q) could then (as we prove in Lemma 7.4)
be replaced by:

(BO) For any X ∈ C having a strict core, the core inclusion X iso i−→ X is “bijective on
objects”, i.e., is an Fbo-strong epi in the sense of [BG14, §§2, 5.1]; and for any Fbo-
strong epi f : A→ X with A a groupoid, the induced morphism f̄ : A→ X iso with
f̄ i = f is also an Fbo-strong epi.

We suspect that the second clause in Axiom (BO) may follow from the first. At any
rate, the examples we consider in §7 will satisfy the stronger condition that for any two

morphisms A
f−→ B

g−→ C, if f and fg are Fbo-strong epis, then so is f .
Next, as we mentioned in the introduction, it is natural to demand

(BC) C has finite bicolimits

(or some stricter variant of this), assuming that it doesn’t follow from the remaining
axioms. Relatedly, we would also want

(CO) C has (strict) cocores

in the sense of Remark 2.4—though it seems plausible that this in fact follows from (BC).
A related important operation which we would want to have is that of localizing a

category at a given set of morphisms. However, this can be achieved using (BC) and
(CO), as the localization of C at the morphisms in the image of C′ → C is the pushout
of C′ ← C′ → C, where C′ is the cocore of C′.
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5. S is an internal topos

5.1. Reformulation of generic DOF. We now set about proving that in a 2-
category satisfying the axioms of the previous section—more specifically, in any corepita
2-category—any plentiful DOF classifier S is an internal elementary topos, in the sense
of Definition 5.17 below.

In doing so, it will be convenient to reformulate the genericity condition from Defini-
tion 2.7 as the full-faithfulness of the pullback (ana)functor C(A, S)→ DOF(A) for each
A ∈ C. This latter condition is in fact the definition of generic DOF given in [Web07].

Throughout this section, we fix a 2-category C and a DOF p : S∗ → S in C.

5.2. Definition. For any object A ∈ C, we define the category DOF(A) as having
objects the DOFs in C over A, and morphisms strictly commuting triangles.

5.3. Remark. DOF(A) has a natural 2-category structure, but the hom-categories are
all discrete.

Suppose we have two pullback squares as in (4) on p. 792, and let us denote them by
F̌ = (A,F, f, ḟ , f̈) and Ȟ = (A,H, h, ḣ, ḧ). Recall from Definition 2.7 that the condition
for p to be generic was that for each such F̌ and Ȟ and each g : F → H with gḣ = ḟ ,
there is a unique γ : f → h for which there exists a (necessarily unique) γ̈ : f̈ → gḧ with
ḟγ = γ̈p.

We first show that this is precisely the condition that a certain function (namely
γ 7→ g) is a bijection. We leave the following to the reader; see also [Web07, §4].

5.4. Lemma. Given F̌ and Ȟ as above, for each 2-cell γ : A
f

h
S, there is a unique

g : F → H satisfying gḣ = ḟ and for which there exists a 2-cell γ̈ : f̈ → gḧ with γ̈p = ḟγ.

5.5. Definition. We write ElAF̌ ,Ȟ : C(A, S)(f, h)→ DOF(A)(ḟ , ḣ) for the function tak-
ing each γ : f → h to the unique g as in Lemma 5.4.

We conclude

5.6. Corollary.The DOF p : S∗ → S is generic if and only if the function ElAF̌ ,Ȟ : C(A, S)(f, h)→
DOF(A)(ḟ , ḣ) is a bijection for each A ∈ C and F̌ , Ȟ as above.

We would now like to further reformulate this condition as saying that a certain
(ana)functor C(A, S)→ DOF(A) is fully faithful for each A.

5.7. Definition. We define the anafunctor ElA : C(A, S) → DOF(A) for each A ∈ C

as follows. Given f ∈ C(A, S), a specification of ElA for f is a pullback square F̌ =
(A,F, f, ḟ , f̈) as above, and ElAF̌ (f) = ḟ . Next, given f, h ∈ C(A, S) with specifications

F̌ , Ȟ, the map ElAF̌ ,Ȟ : C(A, S)(f, h)→ DOF(A)(ḟ , ḣ) is the one defined above.

5.8. Proposition. ElA, thus defined, is an anafunctor.
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Proof. We have that ElAF̌ ,F̌ (idf ) = idḟ , since, taking g = idF and γ̈ = idf̈ , we have

γ̈p = idf̈p = idḟf = ḟγ.

Next, given f1, f2, f3 ∈ C(A, S) with specifications F̌i = (A,Fi, fi, ḟi, f̈i) and 2-cells

f1
γ12−−→ f2

γ23−−→ f3 and morphisms ḟ1
g12−→ ḟ2

g23−→ ḟ3 with ElAF̌ ,Ȟ(γij) = gij, we have

ElAF̌ ,Ȟ(γ12γ23) = g12g23.

Indeed, given 2-cells γ̈ij : f̈i → g̈ijfj with γ̈ijp = ḟiγij, we define γ̈13 = γ̈12(g12γ̈23) : f̈1 →
(g12g23)f̈3, and we then have

γ̈13p = (γ̈12p)
(
g12γ̈23p

)
= (ḟ1γ12)

(
g12ḟ2γ23

)
= ḟ1(γ12γ23),

as required.

F1

F2

F3 S∗

A S

f̈1

ḟ1

g12 f̈2

ḟ2

g23

f̈3

ḟ3 pf1

f2

f3

γ̈12

γ̈23

γ12

γ23

We conclude:

5.9. Corollary.The DOF p : S∗ → S is generic if and only if the anafunctor ElA : C(A, S)→
DOF(A) is fully faithful for each A ∈ C.

5.10. S has finite limits.

5.11. Proposition. Let C be a 2-category having strict pullbacks of DOFs. For any
generic DOF p : S∗ → S and any morphism f : A′ → A in C, the functor f ∗ : C(A, S) →
C(A′, S) preserves finite limits.

Proof. This follows from the commutativity up to isomorphism of the square of ana-
functors

C(A, S) C(A′, S)

DOF(A) DOF(A′),

f∗

ElA ElA
′

f∗

where the f ∗ on the bottom is the usual pullback anafunctor, since the vertical anafunc-
tors are fully faithful, and the bottom anafunctor preserves limits (more generally, the
anafunctor f ∗ : |C|/A′ → |C|/A preserves limits, since it has a left adjoint Σf ).

Let us spell out the commutativity above the square. To define an isomorphism
α : ElAf ∗ ∼−→ f ∗ElA

′
of anafunctors, it suffices to specify, for each g ∈ C(A, S), each

specification s1 for ElA at g, and each specification s2 for f ∗ at ElAs1(g), a specification
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s3 of ElA
′
at f ∗(g) and an isomorphism αs1,s2,s3 : f

∗
s2

(
ElAs1(g)

) ∼−→ ElA
′

s3
(f ∗g) satisfying the

appropriate naturality conditions [Mak96, 1.7 and p. 126].
The specifications s1, s2 are given by pullback squares as shown below.

(s1)

G S∗

A S

g̈

ġ

⌟
p

g

(s2)

f ∗G G

A′ A

π2

π1

⌟
ġ

f

(s3)

f ∗G S∗

A′ S

π2g̈

π1

⌟
p

fg

Given these, we can take the specification s3 to be the displayed pullback square (the
pasting of s1 and s2).

We then have f ∗
s2

(
ElAs1(g)

)
= (f ∗G, π1) = ElA

′

s3
(f ∗g), and we can take αs1,s2,s3 = id.

Given this definition of αs1,s2,s3 , the naturality statement becomes: given a morphism
β : g → g′ in C(A, S) and specifications s′1, s

′
2, s

′
3 as above, we have f ∗

s2,s′2

(
ElAs1,s′1(β)

)
=

ElA
′

s3,s′3
(f ∗β). After unravelling the definitions, this follows from inspecting the diagram

f ∗G G

f ∗H H S∗

A′ A S

π2

π1

f∗b

g̈

ġ

b
β̈

π1

π2 ḧ

ḣ p

f
g

h

β

and in particular noting that (π2β̈)p = π1(fβ).

In light of the above proposition, to show that S has finite limits (Definition 2.20), it
suffices to show that C(A, S) has finite limits for each A ∈ C. In fact, we have:

5.12. Proposition. Let C be a 2-category having strict pullbacks of DOFs.
Then for each A ∈ C, the category DOF(A) has finite limits, and if p : S∗ → S is

any pre-plentiful generic DOF in C, the essential image of the fully faithful anafunctor
ElA : C(A, S)→ DOF(A) (i.e., the set of S-small DOFs) is closed under finite limits.

Proof. DOF(A) has a terminal object, namely idA, which is S-small by assumption of
S being pre-plentiful.

Now suppose we are a cospan (Q, q)
f−→ (S, s)

g←− (R, r) in DOF(A). We wish to show
that it has a pullback in DOF(A).

Form a strict pullback square in C:

P Q

R S

π1

π2

⌟
f

g



816 JOSEPH HELFER

Since q, r, s are DOFs, it follows from the 2-of-3 property that f and g are as well, and
hence by stability under pullback that π1 and π2 are.

By closure under composition, it thus follows that (P, p) ..= (P, π1q) = (P, π2r) is a
DOF over A, hence the above square gives a square in DOF(A), which is immediately
seen to be a pullback.

We need to see that if q, r, s are S-small, then so is p. By the by the 2-of-3 property
for S-small morphisms, it follows that f is S-small, hence by the stability under pullbacks,
π2 is S-small, and hence p = π2r is S-small by closure under composition.

5.13. Corollary. If C is a 2-category having strict pullbacks of DOFs, then any pre-
plentiful DOF classifier S ∈ C has finite limits.

5.14. Universal property of P̃. Let C be a corepita 2-category, and let p : S∗ → S
be a pre-plentiful generic DOF. Fix a monomorphism fibration ∂iso

1 : Mon(S)iso → Siso for

S (§2.19) and a DOF collapse Ṗ : P̃→ Siso of ∂iso
1 .

Mon(S)iso P̃

Siso

π

∂iso
1

Ṗ

(13)

In the case C = Cat, the DOF Ṗ : P̃→ S is isomorphic to the subset fibration mentioned
in §1.3.

We now prove a universal property characterizing P̃, so that we can work with it
directly, without reference to Mon(S)iso.

5.15. Proposition. If C is a corepita 2-category, and p : S∗ → S is a pre-plentiful generic
DOF in C, then the DOF Ṗ : P̃→ Siso defined above is equipped with a stable monomor-
phism 2-cell

P̃ S∂̃

∂̃0

∂̃1..=Ṗi

with the following universal property: for any A ∈ C and any stable monomorphism 2-cell

A Sα

f

g

(14)

with f, g arrow-wise isos (hence for arbitrary f, g if A is groupoidal), there is a unique

u : A→ P̃ such that u∂̃1 = g and such that there exists a (necessarily unique) isomorphism
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ξ : u∂̃0
∼−→ f making the following square in C(A, S) commute.

u∂̃0 f

u∂̃1 g

∼
ξ

u∂̃ α
(15)

Proof. Recall from Definition 2.15 that we have a morphism σ : P̃→ Mon(S)iso and an
invertible 2-cell φ : πσ ∼−→ idMon(S)iso satisfying σπ = id

P̃
and φπ = idπ (and hence also

σ∂iso
1 = Ṗ and φ∂iso

1 = id∂iso
1
).

Mon(S)iso P̃

Siso

π

∂iso
1

πσ
φ

∼

σ

Ṗ

(16)

Recall also that we have a universal stable monomorphism 2-cell ∂ : Mon(S)
∂0

∂1
S.

We define ∂̃0 = σi∂0 and ∂̃ = σi∂. Note that ∂̃1 = Ṗi = σ∂iso
1 i = σi∂1, so that indeed

∂̃ : ∂̃0 → ∂̃1.
Now suppose we are given data as in (14). By the universal property of Mon(S), there

is a unique morphism v : A→ Mon(S) with v∂ = α.
From the fact that f, g are arrow-wise isos and using the 2-categorical part of the

universal property of Mon(S), it follows that v is a arrow-wise iso, and hence we have an
induced morphism v̄ : A→ Mon(S)iso with v̄i = v.

P̃

Mon(S)iso Siso

Mon(S) S

A

Ṗ

σ

π

∂iso
1

i i∂0

∂1
v

v̄

f

g

α

∂

(17)

We now set u = v̄π and we have

u∂̃1 = v̄πṖi = v̄∂iso
1 i = v̄i∂1 = v∂1 = g
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as required. Taking ξ = v̄φi∂0, the square (15) then becomes

v̄πσi∂0 v̄i∂0

v̄πσi∂1 v̄i∂1.

∼
v̄φi∂0

v̄πσi∂ v̄i∂

Now the composite of the top and right morphisms is seen to be the horizontal composite

A Mon(S)iso S.

v̄πσ

v̄

i∂0

i∂1

v̄φ∼ i∂

But this same horizontal composite is also equal to(
(v̄πσ)(i∂)

)(
(v̄φ)(i∂1)

)
=

(
v̄πσi∂

)(
v̄φ∂iso

1 i
)
=

(
v̄πσi∂

)(
v̄id∂iso

1
i
)
= v̄πσi∂,

as required.
It remains to verify the uniqueness of v̄π : A→ P̃. Supposing we had another u with

the same property, we would then have a commuting square

uσi∂0 v̄i∂0

uσi∂1 v̄i∂1.

∼

uσi∂ v̄i∂

The universal properties of Mon(S) and Mon(S)iso then imply that there is an isomorphism
β : uσ ∼−→ v̄ with β∂iso

1 = idv̄∂iso
1
. We therefore have an isomorphism

u = uσπ
βπ−→ v̄π

with (βπ)Ṗ = idv̄πṖ. Because Ṗ is a DOF, it follows that βπ = idu and that u = v̄π, as
desired.

5.16. Internal power objects. Given an object X ∈ C in a category C with finite
limits, recall that a power object of X is an object P (X) ∈ C equipped with a universal
monomorphism

j : ϵX ↣ X × P (X),

i.e., for any other product X × Y with X and monomorphism R ↣ X × Y , there is a
unique r : Y → P (X) such that there exists a pullback square.

R ϵX

X × Y X × P (X)

⌟
j

id×r
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We say that C has power objects if every X ∈ C has a power object. We recall that
C is a topos if and only if it has finite limits and power objects [MM94, p. IV.1].

Next, a finite limit preserving functor F : C → D preserves the power object
P (X) if it preserves the product X × P (X), and F (j) : F (X) → F (X × P (X)) is again
a universal monomorphism. A morphism of elementary topoi, or logical functor is
a functor preserving finite limits and all power objects.

5.17. Definition. An object X ∈ C with finite limits in a 2-category C has power ob-
jects (or is an internal elementary topos—or just an elementary topos) if C(A,X)
has power objects for each groupoid A ∈ C, and f ∗ : C(A,X)→ C(A′, X) preserves finite
limits and power objects for each groupoid A′ ∈ C and f : A′ → A.

5.18. Remark. Remark 2.21 applies, mutatis mutandis, with regard to X having power
objects rather than finite limits.

5.19. Remark. The reader may find it unsettling that the definition of X ∈ C having
power objects makes reference only to the groupoids in C. As mentioned in §1.4, the
reason is that it is simply not the case, even for C = Cat, that C(C,D) is an elementary
topos whenever D is, if we don’t assume C is a groupoid.

More directly, we can observe that the universal monomorphism ϵX ↣ X × P (X)
is not functorial in X (except along isomorphisms!), hence given a functor F : C → D,
taking power objects P (F (X)) object-wise does not result in a power object of F in
Fun(C,D) (again, unless C is a groupoid).

That this is nonetheless a reasonable definition, at least when C is groupoidant, is
evidenced by Theorem 6.11 stating that the groupoidal objects are in this case dense in
C, as well as by the results of Appendix B

We now set out to show that a plentiful generic DOF classifier has power objects.
Let C be a corepita 2-category, and let p : S∗ → S be a plentiful generic DOF. Fix a

monomorphism fibration ∂iso
1 : Mon(S)iso → Siso and a DOF collapse Ṗ : P̃ → Siso as in

§5.14.
Since S is plentiful, the DOF Ṗ is classified by a morphism P : Siso → S, so that we

have a pullback square

P̃ S∗

Siso S.

P̈

Ṗ

⌟
p

P

As mentioned in §1.3, in the case C = Cat, the functor P is precisely the power set
functor.

5.20. Proposition. If C is a corepita 2-category, and S ∈ C is a plentiful DOF classifier,
then with P : Siso → S defined as above, we have:

For each groupoid U ∈ C and each a : U → S, the object āP ∈ C(U, S) is a power
object of a, where ā : U → Siso is the unique morphism with āi = a.
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Fix such a U and a. Proving this proposition amounts to constructing a monomor-
phism into a × (āP), which we will do presently, and proving that it is universal, which
will be done in Proposition 5.21 below.

Now, as in §5.10, we recast this problem inside of DOF(U) via the fully faithful
anafunctor ElU : C(U, S)→ DOF(U). Fix pullbacks

A S∗

U S

ä

ȧ

⌟
p

a

and

PA S∗

U S.

P̈A

ṖA

⌟
p

āP

(18)

and note that we have an induced pullback square

PA P̃ S∗

U Siso S.

P̈A

ṖA

πA

⌟
P̈

Ṗ

⌟
p

ā P

Now, by definition, the anafunctor ElU takes a, āP ∈ C(U, S) to ȧ, ṖA ∈ DOF(U),
respectively.

Hence, we need to construct a morphism j : ϵA → A ×U PA in DOF(U), where we
have fixed a strict pullback square

A×U PA PA

A U.

π1

π0

⌟
ṖA

ȧ

We also set π ..= π0ȧ = π1ṖA : A×U PA → U .
Fixing a universal stable monomorphism

P̃ S∂̃

∂̃0

∂̃1=Ṗi

as in Proposition 5.15, we now set ėA = ElPA(πA∂̃0) : ϵA → PA and let jA : ϵA → A×U PA

be the morphism ElPA(πA∂̃) in DOF(PA) corresponding to πA∂̃:

ϵA

A×U PA S∗

PA S,

jA

ėA

ëA

π0ä

π1 p

πAṖi

πA∂̃0

πA∂̃
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where we are using that the DOF π1 : A×U PA → PA is classified by

ṖAa = ṖAāi = πAṖi.

Since ElPA : C(PA, S)→ DOF(PA) preserves, finite limits, it follows that jA is a monomor-
phism in DOF(PA). In fact, since dom: DOF(PA)→ C preserves and reflects pullbacks
(see the proof of Proposition 5.12), this is equivalent to jA being a monomorphism in |C|,
and in particular, jA remains a monomorphism in DOF(U):

ϵA A×U PA

U.

jA

ėAṖA
π

We can now state a more precise version of Proposition 5.20:

5.21. Proposition. If C is a corepita 2-category, and S ∈ C is a plentiful DOF classifier,
then with P : Siso → S defined as above, we have, for each groupoid U ∈ C and each

(A
ȧ−→ U) ∈ DOF(U):
The monomorphism jA : ϵA ↣ A ×U PA in DOF(U) defined above is universal, i.e.,

it makes PA
ṖA−→ U into a power object of A

ȧ−→ U in DOF(U).

Proof. Fix DOFs B
ḃ−→ U and R

ṙ−→ U and a monomorphism

R A×U B

U

k

ṙ π

in DOF(U). From this, we obtain a morphism v : B → PA over U as follows.
First, note that π1 : A×U PA → PA is a DOF (being a pullback of a DOF), and so is

k (by the 2-of-3 property of DOFs) and hence also kπ1 : R → B. Thus, we also have a
monomorphism in DOF(B)

R A×U B

B.

k

kπ1 π1

Now, π1 is S-small, being classified by ḃa : B → S, and k is S-small, being a monic
DOF, and hence kπ1 is S-small as well. Letting ρ : B → S be a morphism classifying

kπ1, we thus have by the genericity of p that k is classified by a 2-cell κ : B
ρ

ḃa

S which

is a monomorphism since ElB is fully faithful; it is moreover a stable monomorphism by
Proposition 5.11.
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Thus, by Proposition 5.15, we obtain a morphism u : B → P̃ (note that B is groupoidal
since U is and ḃ is a DOF) satisfying uṖi = ḃa and an isomorphism β : u∂̃0

∼−→ ρ making
the following square commute.

u∂̃0 ρ

uṖi ḃa

∼
β

u∂̃ κ (19)

We now obtain our desired morphism v : B → PA from the diagram

B

PA P̃

U Siso.

ḃ

v

u

ṖA

πA

⌟
Ṗ

ā

Note that, by construction, v is a morphism over U as required.
Let us now see that v has the required property, namely that we have a pullback

square in DOF(U) (where the dotted morphism is sought):

R ϵA

A×U B A×U PA.

k

⌟
jA

id×Uv

(20)

Consider the enlarged diagram

R v∗ϵA ϵA

A×U B A×U PA

B PA S,

k
v∗jA

⌟
jA

idA×Uv

π1

⌟
π1

v

πA∂̃0

Ṗi

πA∂̃

(21)

where we have chosen a pullback v∗ϵA, and we now seek the dotted morphism making the
triangle commute. But now, since by definition jA = ElPA(πA∂̃), we have (with respect
to appropriate specifications) that v∗jA = ElB(vπA∂̃) (cf. Proposition 5.11). Since by
definition k = ElB(κ), we may, by the commutativity of (19), take the dotted morphism
to be ElB(β) (where we recall that u = vπA).

Now suppose we had a second such morphism v′ : B → PA, i.e., with v′ṖA = ḃ and
for which there is a pullback square (20) with v′ in place of v. We would then have
corresponding diagrams (21) and hence (19). Thus v′ = v by the uniqueness part of
Proposition 5.15.
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5.22. Theorem. If C is a corepita 2-category, then any plentiful DOF classifier S is an
internal elementary topos.

Proof. In light of Corollary 5.13 and Proposition 5.20, the only thing remaining to prove
is that f ∗ : C(U, S)→ C(U ′, S) preserves power objects for each morphism f : U ′ → U with
U,U ′ groupoidal.

This amounts to showing that for each S-small DOF ȧ : A→ U and pullback square

A′ A

U ′ U,

g

ȧ′
⌟

ȧ

f

f ∗ : DOF(U)→ DOF(U ′) takes some power object for ȧ to one for ȧ′.
Recalling the construction of PA in Proposition 5.20, and defining PA′ similarly, we

see immediately that we have a pullback square

PA′ PA S∗

U ′ U S

h

ṖA′

P̈A′

⌟
ṖA

P̈A

p

f

ā′P

āP

so that f ∗PA = PA′ . Thus, it remains only to see that f ∗ takes the universal monomor-
phism for PA to the one for PA′ , i.e., that we have a dotted morphism forming a pullback
square

ϵA′ ϵA

A′ ×U ′ PA′ A×U PA

PA′ PA S.

jA′

⌟
jA

g×fh

π1

⌟
π1

h

πA∂̃0

πAṖi

πA∂̃

Recalling that jA = ElPA(πA∂̃) and jA′ = ElPA′ (πA′ ∂̃), the claim follows since hπA = πA′

(cf. the last part of the proof of Proposition 5.21).

We end this section by showing that a plentiful DOF classifier is “essentially unique”
in the presence of Axiom (UA) from §4.

5.23. Theorem. Let C be a corepita 2-category.

(i) Let pi : Si∗ → Si (i = 1, 2) be plentiful generic DOFs in C, and suppose that p1 is p2-
small, and let f : S1 → S2 be a morphism classifying p1. Then f is fully faithful and



824 JOSEPH HELFER

logical (meaning that f∗ : C(A, S1) → C(A, S2) is a logical functor for all groupoids
A ∈ C).

(ii) Suppose A ∈ C is such that every DOF over A is S-small for some plentiful DOF
classifier S. Then DOF(A) is an elementary topos, and for each plentiful DOF
classifier S, the anafunctor ElA : C(A, S)→ DOF(A) is a logical functor.

Proof. Regarding (i), one verifies that the triangle of anafunctors

C(A, S1)

DOF(A)

C(A, S2)

f∗

ElA

ElA

commutes up to isomorphism for each A ∈ C. Since the two horizontal arrows are fully
faithful, it follows that f∗ is as well.

Similarly, since both horizontal arrows preserve finite limits and power objects (as
follows from Propositions 5.12 and 5.21), f∗ does as well.

Regarding (ii), we have by Proposition 5.12 that for any A, DOF(A) has finite limits
and ElA preserves them. And as we just mentioned, ElA also preserves power objects;
hence, if every object of DOF(A) is in the image of ElA for some S, it follows that
DOF(A) has power objects.

6. Sufficiency of groupoids

In this section, we express in two ways that a groupoidant 2-category C is “fully deter-
mined” by its groupoidal objects.

The first way (§6.1) shows that C is (strictly) equivalent to the 2-category of complete
congruences in C (a sub-2-category of the 2-category of internal categories in |C|). We
also prove a variant of this, which says that C admits a pita embedding into the 2-category
of internal categories in a finitely complete category, and we apply this to show that we
can define a duality involution in the sense of [Web07] on C.

The second way, (§6.10) shows that the full sub-2-category Cgpd of C on the groupoidal
objects is dense, in the sense that the 2-Yoneda embedding C → 2Fun(Cop,Cat) re-
mains an embedding after composing with the restriction 2-functor Fun(Cop,Cat) →
2Fun(Cop

gpd,Cat). Thus, we can define objects, morphisms, and 2-cells of C “repre-
sentably” simply by specifying a 2-functor (or strict natural transformation or modifi-
cation, respectively) on the sub-2-category Cgpd.

In §6.15, we apply this result to characterize the opposite of an object in C (i.e., its
image under the aforementioned duality involution), and in Appendix B, we apply it to
“legitimize” the Definition 5.17 of internal topoi, which is given in terms of groupoids.

6.1. Internal categories and the duality involution.
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6.2. Definition. For any 1-category C, we write Cat(C) for the 2-category of internal
categories in C, functors between them, and natural transformations between these (see,
e.g., [Hel20, Definition 5.2]).

For a 2-category C, we define Cong(C) ⊂ Cat(|C|) to be the full sub-2-category on the
complete congruences in C.

6.3. Definition.Given a groupoidant 2-category C, we define an ana-2-functor Nv: C →
Cong(C) as follows.

On objects, we define Nv(X) to be “the” nerve

(X [2])iso (X→)iso X iso.

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

More precisely, a specification for Nv at X consists of a choice of core X iso and cotensor-
cores (X→)iso and (X [2])iso (together with the associated data, i : X iso → X, i∂ : (X→)iso X,

and π01i∂, π12i∂ : (X
[2])iso X).

Given a morphism f : X → Y , we obtain an induced morphism f [i] : X [i] → Y [i] for any
i, and hence (f [i])iso : (X [i])iso → (Y [i])iso, and it is clear that these form an internal functor
Nv(f) : Nv(X)→ Nv(Y ). It is also clear this makes Nv into a (1-)functor C → Cong(C).

Finally, given a 2-cell α : X
f

g
Y , we obtain an internal natural transformation

Nv(α) : Nv(f)→ Nv(g) as follows. Such a natural transformation is by definition a mor-
phism Nv(α) : X iso → (Y →)iso, which we take to be the unique morphism with Nv(α)i∂ =
iα. This morphism then by definition satisfies Nv(α) · π1 = Nv(f)0 and Nv(α) · π1 =
Nv(g)0.

The remaining condition for Nv(α) to be a natural transformation follows from the
equality of the two ways of writing the horizontal composite of the 2-cells

(X [2])iso X Y.

i∂0

i∂1

f

g

i∂

∼

α

as a composition of two whiskerings.
The verification that Nv, thus defined is (not only a 1-functor but) a 2-functor is a

(somewhat lengthy but) straightforward exercise that we leave to the reader.

6.4. Theorem. If C is a groupoidant 2-category, then the 2-functor Nv: C → Cong(C)
is a strict equivalence of 2-categories.

Proof. It follows immediately from Axiom (N) in Definition 4.1 that Nv is essentially
surjective. Hence, it remains to show that it is strictly fully faithful.

Given an internal functor f : Nv(X)→ Nv(Y ), composing with the tautological cocone
under Nv(Y ) gives a cocone under Nv(X) with vertex Y , and hence (by Axiom (Q)) a
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morphism f̄ : X → Y , and one verifies that f = Nv(f̄) and that Nv(g) = g for g : X → Y .
This shows that Nv : C(X, Y )→ Cong(C)(Nv(X),Nv(Y )) is bijective on objects.

It remains to check, given f, g : X → Y , that Nv gives a bijection from 2-cells f → g
to internal natural transformations Nv(f)→ Nv(g).

Suppose we have an internal natural transformation α : Nv(f) → Nv(g). We now
define a 2-cell ᾱ : f → g using (the 2-categorical part of) the universal property of the
quotient X of Nv(X). Recalling that α is by definition a morphism α : X iso → (Y →)iso

(satisfying certain conditions), we have a 2-cell αi∂ : X iso
if

ig
Y . To obtain ᾱ, it remains

to show that the following square in C
(
(X→)iso, Y

)
commutes.

∂iso
0 if ∂1if

∂0ig ∂1ig

i∂f

∂iso
0 αi∂ ∂iso

1 αi∂

i∂g

However, the commutativity of this square is precisely the naturality condition for α.
We thus obtain ᾱ : f → g satisfying iᾱ = αi∂, and it is immediate from the definitions

that α 7→ ᾱ is an inverse to α 7→ Nv(α).

Let us call a square in a 2-category C a 1-pullback square if it is a pullback square in
|C|. Similarly, let us call an object X→ ∈ C with a 2-cell ∂ : X→ X a 1-arrow object
if ∂∗ : C(A,X

→)→ C(A,X)→ is a bijection on objects for all A ∈ C.
As we noted in §2.1, if a given cospan has a strict pullback, then any 1-pullback of it

will also be a strict pullback. Similarly, if X has a strict arrow object, any 1-arrow object
X→ will be a strict arrow object.

6.5. Lemma. For any groupoidant 2-category C, the ana-2-functor Nv: C → Cat(|C|)
preserves terminal objects, 1-arrow objects, and 1-pullback squares.

Proof. That Nv preserves terminal objects is obvious.
Next, we note that the functor U :

∣∣Cat(|C|)∣∣→ |C|3 taking C to (C0, C1, C2) reflects
finite limits [Str80a, (3.6)], hence it suffices to show that the functor |Nv| ◦U : |C| → |C|3
preserves pullbacks.

But now by Lemma 6.7 below, if we start with a strict pullback square P in C, the
resulting squares (using hopefully self-evident notation) P→ and P [2] will still be pullback
squares, and by Lemma 3.24, so will the squares P iso, (P→)iso, and (P [2])iso. Hence, we
see that the square Nv(P ) of internal categories will map under U to a pullback square
in |C|3, as desired.

Next, let us see that Nv preserves 1-arrow objects, i.e., that Nv(∂) : Nv(X→) Nv(X)
is a 1-arrow object in Cat(|C|) for any X ∈ C.

So we fix an arbitrary internal category C ∈ Cat(|C|), and we suppose that we are

given an internal natural transformation α : C
f

g
Nv(X), i.e., a morphism α : C0 →
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Nv(X)1 = (X→)iso (satisfying the relevant conditions). We want to show there is a
unique internal functor F : C → Nv(X→) with F · Nv(∂) = α.

From the definitions, it follows that we must take F0 = α : C0 → Nv(X→)0 =
(X→)iso = Nv(X)1, whereupon (no matter how we define F1), we will have F ·Nv(∂) = α,
as desired.

Next, we define F1 : C1 → Nv(X→)1 =
(
(X→)→

)iso
. This is uniquely determined by

F1i∂ : C1 X→, which is in turn determined by the commutative square in C(C1, X)
shown below on the left, which we define as shown on the right.

F1i∂0∂0 F1i∂1∂0

F1i∂0∂1 F1∂1∂1

F1i∂∂0

F1i∂0∂ F1i∂1∂

F1i∂∂1

π0f0i π1f0i

π0g0i π1g0i

f1i∂

π0αi∂ π1αi∂

g1i∂

In fact, the choice of vertical arrows is forced by the conditions F1πj = πjF0 = πjα for
j = 0, 1, and the horizontal arrows are forced by the conditions F · Nv(∂0) = f and
F · Nv(∂1) = g (it follows that F is uniquely determined). That this square actually
commutes is precisely the naturality condition for α.

It remains to see that F , thus defined, is an internal functor. To show that F2π02 =
π02F1 : C2 → Nv(X→)1, it suffices to show the equality of the (parallel) 2-cells F2π02i∂, π02F1i∂ : C2 X→,
which would in turn follow from the equalities F2π02i∂∂j = π02F1i∂∂j : C2 → X for
j = 0, 1. But now using that i∂∂j = (∂→

j )isoi∂ = Nv(∂j)1i∂, these last equalities follow
from f2π02 = π02f1, g2π02 = π02g1 : C2 → Nv(X)1 (functoriality of f and g). The equation
F0e = eF1 : C0 → Nv(X→)1 is proven similarly.

6.6. Remark. If Cat(|C|) is pita (for example, if C itself has all strict finite limits [Str80a,
(4.4)]), it follows from Lemma 6.5 that Nv is pita (cf. Theorem 6.8 below). We have not
checked whether Nv is pita in general.

6.7. Lemma. Given a strict pullback square

A B

C D

h

k

⌟
f

g

in a 2-category C and a 1-category J , if the objects A,B,C,D all have strict cotensors
with J , then the induced square

AJ BJ

CJ DJ

hJ

kJ fJ

gJ

is also a strict pullback square.
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Proof. For any object U ∈ C, the universal properties of the pullback A and the cotensors
AJ , BJ , CJ , DJ give the following chain of isomorphisms of categories

C(U,AJ) ∼−→ Fun
(
J,C(U,A)

)
∼−→ Fun

(
J,C(U,B)×C(U,D) C(U,C)

)
∼−→ Fun

(
J,C(U,B)

)
×

Fun
(
J,C(U,D)

) Fun (J,Cat(U,C)
)

∼−→ C(U,BJ)×C(U,DJ ) Cat(U,C
J)

Moreover, it is not hard to check that the image of an object or morphism f in C(U,AJ)
under the composite isomorphism is (fhJ , fkJ), which proves the claim.

We deduce the following “embedding theorem”:

6.8. Theorem. For any groupoidant 2-category C, there exists a finitely complete 1-
category C and a strictly fully faithful pita 2-functor C → Cat(C).

Proof. If |C| itself is finitely complete, we can simply takeC = |C| and take the 2-functor
Nv : C → Cat(C).

In general, we fix a category C with finite limits and a finite-limit preserving fully
faithful functor F : |C| → C (for example, take C = Set|C|

op

—or more conservatively, the
full subcategory thereof consisting of finite limits of representables). Since F is finite-limit
preserving, it induces a 2-functor Cat(F ) : Cat(|C|)→ Cat(C), which also preserves finite
1-categorical limits (since the forgetful functors |Cat(|C|)| → |C|3 and |Cat(C)| → |C|3
preserve and reflect 1-limits [Str80a, (3.6)]). Since F is fully faithful, it follows that
Cat(F ) is strictly fully faithful.

Thus, it follows from Theorem 6.4 that the composite Nv ◦ Cat(F ) : C → Cat(C) is
strictly fully faithful, and it follows from Lemma 6.5 that it preserves terminal objects,
1-arrow objects, and 1-pullback squares. Since Cat(C) has all finite limits [Str80a, (4.4)],
it follows that Nv ◦ Cat(F ) preserves all pita limits.

6.9. Corollary. If C is groupoidant, then C admits a duality involution Cco → C in
the sense of [Web07, Definition 2.14].

Proof. Fix a pita strictly fully faithful 2-functor F : C → Cat(C) given as a composite

C
∼−→ Cong(C) ↪→ Cat(|C|) Cat(F )−−−−→ Cat(C) as in the proof of Theorem 6.8, where C is a

finitely complete 1-category and F : |C| → C is a functor preserving finite limits.
According to [Web07, Example 2.16], the 2-category Cat(C) admits a duality involu-

tionD : Cat(C)co → Cat(C), whose action on objects is given by interchanging the source
and target maps of internal categories. Since the essential image of F is clearly invariant
under D, we obtain an induced 2-functor D′ : Cong(C)co → Cong(C). (There is a slight
technicality here since [Web07] requires a duality involution to be a strict involution,
which D′ might not be; but this can be arranged using the axiom of choice.)

We now want to see that the duality involution structure on D induces one on D′.
This structure on D is given by a family of equivalences

DFib(Cat(C))(A×B,C) ∼−→ DFib(Cat(C))(A,D(B)× C) (22)
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for A,B,C ∈ Cat(C), where DFib denotes the category of 2-sided discrete fibrations
(2SDFs) [Web07, §2.3]. Now F preserves products and, by Remark 2.6, preserves DOFs
(and preserves 2SDFs for similar reasons), hence it suffices to show that the equivalences
(22) take 2SDFs in the image of F to 2SDFs in the image of F.

Thus, given a 2SDF A×B ← E → C in C, and the 2SDF F(A)← E ′ → D(F(B))×
F(C) obtained by applying (22) to its image under F, we need to show that E ′ is in the
essential image of F.

Referring to the description of E ′ in [Web07, Example 2.16], we see that E ′
0 = F(E)0,

and so it remains to see that E ′
1 is in the image of F and that the resulting object of

Cat(|C|) is a complete congruence.
Now E ′

1 is given as a pullback

E ′
1 F(A)1 ×F(A)0 F(E)0

F(E)0 ×F(B)0×F(C)0 (F(B)1 ×F(C)1) F(E)0

⌟

ℓ

ℓ′

in C, where the morphisms ℓ and ℓ′ are the ones given by the lifting condition in the 2SDF
F(A)×F(B)← F(E)→ F(C). Now, one can check that the morphism A→ ×B E → E
in C corresponding to the right side of the above square is an isofibration, and hence so is
the induced morphism on cores (A→)iso×Aiso Eiso → Eiso. Since the right-hand morphism
in the above square is the image under F of the latter morphism, it follows that the
corresponding pullback square exists in C, and hence that E ′

1 is indeed in the essential
image of F ; say E ′

1 = F (E ′′
1 ) with E ′′

1 ∈ C. One can also check directly that the resulting
morphism E ′′

1 → Eiso × Eiso is a DOF.
We thus have a gbo-congruence E ′′ in C. To see that it is complete, we note that

under the isomorphism

E ′′
1

∼−→
((

E ×B×C

(
B→ × C→))

×E (A→ ×A E)

)iso

,

a given element of C(U,E ′′
1 ) (with U ∈ C) is a horizontal isomorphism if and only if

its projections to C(U, (A→)iso), C(U, (B→)iso), and C(U, (C→)iso) are. Using the corre-
sponding description of Nv(E)1 = (E→)iso in terms of A, B, and C, and the fact that
Nv(E)0 = E ′′

0 , the completeness of E ′′ follows from that of Nv(E).

6.10. The restricted 2-Yoneda embedding. We write 2 Fun(Cop,Cat) for the 2-
category of (strict) 2-functors, strict natural transformations, and modifications. We have
the strictly fully faithful (strict) Yoneda embedding C → 2Fun(Cop,Cat) taking X ∈ C

to X̂ ..= C(−, X). Restriction to the full sub-2-category Cgpd on the groupoids in C gives a
2-functor 2 Fun(Cop,Cat)→ 2Fun(Cop

gpd,Cat), and thus by composing we have 2-functor

C → 2Fun(Cop
gpd,Cat). We write (X̂)gpd for the image of X under this 2-functor.
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6.11. Theorem. If C is groupoidant, then the restricted Yoneda 2-functor C → 2Fun(Cop
gpd,Cat)

is strictly fully faithful. In detail:

(i) Two morphisms f, g : X → Y in C are equal if and only if the functors (f∗)A, (g∗)A : C(A,X)→
C(A, Y ) are equal for all groupoids A ∈ C.

(ii) Two 2-cells α, β : X
f

g
Y are equal if and only if the natural transformations

(α∗)A, (β∗)A : (f∗)A → (g∗)A are equal for all groupoids A ∈ C.

(iii) Let X,Y ∈ C and let F : (X̂)gpd → (Ŷ )gpd be a strict natural transformation, i.e.,
a family of functors FA : C(A,X) → C(A, Y ) for all groupoids A ∈ C which are
natural with respect to all morphisms u : A′ → A (i.e., FAu

∗ = u∗FA′ : C(A,X) →
C(A′, Y )—see also Remark 6.12).

Then there is a (by (i) unique) morphism f : X → Y with FA = (f∗)A for all
A ∈ Cgpd.

(iv) Let f, g : X → Y be morphisms in C and let α : f∗ → g∗ be a modification, i.e., a fam-
ily of natural transformations αA : (f∗)A → (g∗)A for all groupoids A ∈ C, which are
natural with respect to all morphisms h : A′ → A (i.e., αAh

∗ = h∗αA′ : C(A,X) C(A′, Y )).

Then there is a (by (ii) unique) 2-cell α : f → g with αA = (α∗)A for all groupoids
A ∈ C.

Proof.GivenX, Y ∈ C, form a nerve Nv(X) ofX. Then the statements (i) and (ii) follow
immediately from the uniqueness part of the universal property of X being a quotient of
Nv(X) (since Nv(X) consists of groupoids).

Now suppose we are given functors FA for each groupoid A ∈ C as in (iii). Again form
a nerve Nv(X):

(X [2])iso (X→)iso X iso

X

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

π0γ π1γ

γ

γ01

and let us set Ci
..= Nv(X)i = (X [i])iso. We obtain another cocone under Nv(X), with

vertex Y :

(X [2])iso (X→)iso X iso

Y.

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

π0·FC0
(γ)=FC1

(π0γ) FC1
(π1γ)=π1·FC0

(γ)

FC0
(γ)

FC1
(γ01)
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This is indeed a cocone; using the naturality in A of the collection of functors FA:

e · FC1(γ01) = FC0(eγ01) = FC0(idγ) = idFC0
γ(

π01 · FC1(γ01)
)(
π12 · FC1(γ01)

)
= FC2(π01γ01) · FC2(π12γ01)

= FC2

(
(π01γ01)(π12γ01)

)
= FC2(π02γ01) = π02 · FC1(γ01).

Thus, we obtain a morphism f : X → Y with γf = FC0(γ) and γ01f = FC1(γ01). It
remains to check that f has the desired property FA = f∗ for all groupoids A.

Fix a groupoid A and a morphism u : A → X; this factors through a unique ū : A →
X iso since A is a groupoid. We then have

FA(u) = FA(ūγ) = ū · FC0(γ) = ūγf = uf

as required. Similarly, given a 2-cell α : A
u

v
X, we obtain a morphism a : A→ (X [1])iso

with aγ01 = α. Then

FA(α) = FA(aγ01) = a · FC1(γ01) = aγ01f = αf.

Next, given f, g : X → Y and a collection of natural transformations αA : f∗ → g∗ as
in (iv), we obtain a 2-cell (αC0)γ : γf → γg. To see that this is a morphism of cocones
(γf, γ01f) → (γg, γ01g), we need to verify the commutativity of the following square on
the left.

π0γf π0γg

π1γf π1γg

π0(αC0
)γ

γ01f γ01g

π1(αC0
)γ

π0γf π0γg

π1γf π1γg

(αC1
)π0γ

f∗γ01 g∗γ01

(αC1
)π1γ

This is equal to the square on the right using the naturality in A of the collection of
natural transformations αA. But the square on the right commutes by the naturality of
αC1 .

6.12. Remark. There is an additional condition in the definition of {FA}A∈C being a
strict natural transformation which we did not mention in (iii) above, as it is not used in
the proof: namely, that the FA : C(A,X)→ C(A, Y ) should also be natural with respect
to 2-cells α : A′ A (i.e., FAα

∗ = α∗FA′ : C(A,X) C(A′, Y )).
That this is not needed is somewhat surprising, since for a general 2-category C and

X, Y ∈ C, when proving that every strict natural transformation X̂ → Ŷ is of the form
f∗ for some f : X → Y , one does need this condition. The point is that for a groupoidant
2-category, this extra condition holds automatically. The same is true for an Fbo-exact
category (in the sense of Axiom (BO) in §4).

A consequence of (iv) above is:
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6.13. Corollary. Two morphisms f, g : X → Y in C are isomorphic if and only if
there exists an invertible modification f∗

∼−→ g∗ between the strict natural transformations
f∗, g∗ : (X̂)gpd → (Ŷ )gpd, i.e., a collection of natural isomorphisms φA : (f∗)A → (g∗)A for

all groupoids A ∈ C with the naturality property φAu
∗ = u∗φA′ : C(A,X)

f∗u∗

u∗g∗
C(A′, Y ) for

all u : A′ → A.

We also note the following “weak” variant of the above theorem. However, as we will
not be making use of it, we omit the somewhat lengthy proof, which parallels that of
Theorem 6.11 (iii) but is more involved due to the presence of various coherence isomor-
phisms.

The 2-category 2Fun(Cop
gpd,Cat) is a sub-2-category of the 2-category 2Funps(C

op
gpd,Cat)

of 2-functors, pseudo-natural transformations, and modifications. Composing with the
inclusion 2Fun(Cop

gpd,Cat) ↪→ 2Funps(C
op
gpd,Cat), we obtain a Yoneda 2-functor C →

2Funps(C
op
gpd,Cat).

We already know from Theorem 6.11 that this functor is locally fully faithful. We now
claim that it is also locally essentially surjective:

6.14. Proposition. If C is groupoidant, then the 2-functor C → 2Funps(C
op
gpd,Cat) is

fully faithful. In detail:
Let X,Y ∈ C and let F : (X̂)gpd → (Ŷ )gpd be a pseudo-natural transformation, i.e.,

a collection of functors FA : C(A,X) → C(A, Y ) for each groupoid A ∈ C, and natural
isomorphisms Fu : FAu

∗ ∼−→ u∗FA′ for each u : A′ → A such that

u′u(FAg) u′(FA′(ug)) FA′′(u′ug)
u′Fu

Fu′·u

Fu′

commutes for all A′′ u′
−→ A′ u−→ A

g−→ X.
Then there exists a (by Corollary 6.13 unique up to isomorphism) morphism f : X → Y

and an invertible modification F ∼−→ f∗.

We note that there is an additional condition in the definition of pseudo-natural
transformation, analogous to the condition in Remark 6.12, that we have omitted in
the above proposition as it is not needed in the proof; namely that Fu · (α∗FA′) =

(FAα
∗) · Fv : C(A,X) C(A′, Y ) for each 2-cell α : A′ u

v
A in Cgpd. Similarly, the

condition FidA = idFA
for A ∈ Cgpd is likewise not needed in the proof.

6.15. Opposites. In Corollary 6.9, we showed that a groupoidant 2-category C admits
a duality involution, given by applying the equivalence Nv : C → Cong(C), and then
interchanging the source and target morphisms on the resulting internal category. We
now study this operation in more detail.
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6.16. Definition. Let C be a pita 2-category.
Given an internal double category C in C given by

C2 C1 C0,

π01

π12

π02

π0

π1

e

its opposite is the internal double category Cop given by

C2 C1 C0.

π12

π01

π02

π1

π0

e

Next, a contra-cocone under C is defined to be a cocone under Cop. In other words,
it is a triple (X, γ, γ10) with X ∈ C, γ : C0 → X, and γ10 : π1γ → π0γ satisfying

iγ10 = idγ

π02γ10 = (π01γ10)(π12γ10).

π12π1γ π12π0γ

π01π1γ π01π0γ

π02π1γ π02π0γ

π12γ10

π01γ10

π02γ10

A contra-quotient of C is a quotient of Cop.

6.17. Lemma. If C is a gbo-congruence in a pita 2-category C with opposite Cop, and
if rC , rCop : C→

0 → C1 are the respective reflection morphisms, then rCop = τr where
τ : C→

0 → C→
0 is the inversion morphism (Definition 3.11).

Proof. By definition of rCop , to show that τr = rop we must find a 2-cell ρ
Cop : C

→
0

∂0e

τr
C1

with ρ
Cop⟨π1, π0⟩ = ⟨id∂0 , ∂⟩ : C→

0 C0 × C0. A simple calculation shows that ρCop
..=

τ ρ̄−1
C has the desired property, where by definition ρ̄C : C

→
0

r

∂1e
C1 satisfies ρ̄C⟨π0, π1⟩ =

⟨∂, id∂1⟩.

6.18. Definition.Given two objects X,Xop in a 2-category C, an opposition between
X and Xop is a complete congruence C together with a quotient cocone (X, γ, γ01) under
C and a contra-quotient contra-cocone (Xop, γop, γop

01 ) under C.

C2

X C1 Xop

C0

π01 π02 π12

π0 e π1

π0γ

π1γ

π1γop

π0γop

γ01 γop
01

γ γop

(23)

An opposite object of X is an object Xop together with an opposition between X and
Xop. Note that if C is groupoidant, every object has an opposite.
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It is clear that if C gives an opposition between X and Xop, then Cop gives an oppo-
sition between Xop and X, and hence X is also an opposite object of Xop.

If C is groupoidant and X is a quotient of C, it follows that C is a nerve of X, and
hence that Xop is uniquely determined up to isomorphism.

We next given a “representable” characterization of opposite objects using Theo-
rem 6.11. In what follows, we will sometimes conflate a functor F : Cop → D with
the functor F op : C→ Dop.

6.19. Definition. Fix objects X,Xop in a groupoidant 2-category C and an opposition
as in (23). Given a groupoid A ∈ C and a morphism f : A→ X, we obtain f iso : A→ C0

(with f isoγ = f), and we set f op ..= f isoγop : A → Xop. Next, given a 2-cell α : A
f

g
X,

we obtain a morphism a : A→ C1 with α = a · γ01, and we set αop ..= a · γop
01 : A

gop

fop
Xop.

6.20. Proposition. If (C, γ, γ01, γ
op, γop

01 ) is an opposition between objects X and Xop in
a groupoidant 2-category C, then for any groupoid A ∈ C, the operation f 7→ f op on mor-
phisms and 2-cells defines an isomorphism of categories (−)op : C(A,X)op ∼−→ C(A,Xop),

and moreover this determines a strict natural isomorphism between (X̂op)gpd and the 2-
functor

(Cgpd)
op inv

∼ (Cgpd)
coop

(X̂)cogpd−−−−→ Catco
op−→ Cat,

where inv is the 2-functor acting by the identity on objects and 1-cells, and by inversion
on 2-cells.

By Theorem 6.11, the existence of this natural isomorphism determines Xop uniquely
up to isomorphism.

Proof. For the first claim, it suffices to check that (−)op is a functor, since it then has
an inverse (−)op : C(A,Xop) ∼−→ C(A,X)op. But this is more or less immediate from the
fact that C is a nerve of X and the opposite of a nerve of Xop.

For the second claim, we need only check the strict naturality of (−)op, since it is
then clearly an isomorphism. That is, for each morphism u : A′ → A and each 2-cell

α : A′ v

u
A in Cgpd, we need to check the commutativity of the square

C(A,X)op C(A,Xop)

C(A′, X)op C(A′, Xop)

(−)op

(u∗)op u∗

(−)op

and

C(A,X)op C(A,Xop)

C(A′, X)op C(A′, Xop),

(−)op

(u∗)op (v∗)op
(α∗)op

u∗ v∗
(α−1)∗

(−)op

respectively.
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As for the first square, given f : A → X, we have (uf)op = (uf)isoγop = uf isoγop =
uf op. The verification for 2-cells f : A X is similar.

For the second square, fix f : A→ X. We need to show that (αf)op = α−1f op.
We have the following morphisms:

(i) a : A′ → A→ defined by the condition a∂ = α,

(ii) f iso : A→ C0 with f isoγ = f , and by definition f isoγop = f op,

(iii) (f iso)→ : A→ → C→
0 with (f iso)→∂ = ∂f iso,

(iv) the reflection morphism rC : C
→
0 → C1 for C.

Now, by Lemma 3.27, we have rCγ01 = ∂γ : C→
0 X. It follows that(

a(f iso)→rC
)
γ01 = a(f iso)→∂γ = a∂f isoγ = αf isoγ = αf, (24)

and hence, by definition, that
(
a(f iso)→rC

)
γop
01 = (αf)op.

Now using Lemma 6.17, we have

(αf)op =
(
a(f iso)→ττrC

)
γop
01 =

(
a(f iso)→τrCop

)
γop
01 =

(
aτ(f iso)→rCop

)
γop
01 , (25)

where rCop : C→
0 → C1 is the reflection morphism for Cop.

Computing as in (24), and using that aτ∂ = α−1, we have that the right hand side of
(25) is equal to α−1f op, as desired.

We similarly have a representable characterization of the isomorphism (−)op : C(X,Y )op →
C(Xop, Y op) for general X, Y ∈ C:

6.21. Proposition. Given a morphism f : X → Y in a groupoidant 2-category C, there
is a unique morphism f op : Xop → Y op such that for all groupoids A ∈ C, the functor
(f op)∗ : C(A,X

op)→ C(A, Y op) is equal to the composite

C(A,Xop)
(−)op−−−→ C(A,X)op

(f∗)op−−−→ C(A, Y )op
(−)op−−−→ C(A, Y op).

Similarly, given a 2-cell α : X
f

g
Y , there is a unique 2-cell αop : Xop

gop

fop
Y op such that,

for each groupoid A, the natural transformation (αop)∗ : C(A,X
op)

(gop)∗

(fop)∗
C(A, Y op) is equal

to

C(A,Xop)
(−)op−−−→ C(A,X)op C(A, Y )op(α∗)op

(g∗)op

(f∗)op

(−)op−−−→ C(A, Y op).

Moreover, these operations define an isomorphism of categories (−)op : C(X, Y )op →
C(Xop, Y op).
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Proof.The uniqueness follows immediately from Theorem 6.11 (i) and (ii). The existence
follows from Theorem 6.11 (iii) and (iv), since using Proposition 6.20, we see that the

given prescriptions define a strict natural transformation (X̂op)gpd → (Ŷ op)gpd and a

modification (X̂op)gpd
(gop)∗

(fop)∗
(Ŷ op)gpd, respectively.

For the last claim, it suffices to check that (−)op is a functor, since it then has an
inverse (−)op : C(Xop, Y op)op → C(X, Y ) (as the reader may verify). The fact that it

is a functor follows immediately from the fact that given 2-cells f
α−→ g

β−→ h, we have
((αβ)∗)

op = (β∗)
op(α∗)

op, and similarly ((idf )∗)
op = id(f∗)op .

7. Examples of 2-topoi

In this section, we will prove that the 2-category Cat(SetC) of internal categories in any
presheaf topos SetC satisfies all the axioms of §4. We suspect this is true more generally
for Cat(D) for any Grothendieck topos D, and more generally for any Grothendieck 2-
topos in the sense of [Str82b].

In fact, several of the axioms hold more generally in Cat(C) for any finitely complete
1-category C. Hence we begin our discussion in this more general context. Recall from
§3 the notation C(−, C) : Cop → |Cat| for an internal category C in C.

7.1. Lemma. Let C be an internal category in a finitely complete category C.
For any finite category J , the functor

Fun(J,C(−, C)) : Cop → Set

is representable.
That is, there exists an object CJ ∈ C and a functor ev = evJ,C : J → C(CJ , C) such

that for any A ∈ C and functor F : J → C(A,C), there is a unique morphism f : A→ CJ

such that F is equal to the composite of

J
evJ,C−−−→C(CJ , C)

f∗
−→C(A,C).

Proof. As in §3.20, we write [k] ∈ Cat for the linear order on k+1 elements. When J is
the category [k] for k = 0, 1, 2, then it is easy to see that the functor Fun(J,C(−, C)) : Cop →
Set is simply represented by the object Ck.

Now the functor |Cat|op → SetC
op

taking J to Fun(J,C(−, C)) preserves limits,
as it is the composite of the Yoneda embedding |Cat|op → Set|Cat| with the functor
Set|Cat| → SetC

op

given by precomposition with C(−, C) : Cop → |Cat|, both of which
preserve limits. Every finite category J is the colimit in |Cat| of the finite diagram
dom: ∆≤2/J → Cat, where ∆≤2 ⊂ Cat the full subcategory on the objects [0], [1], [2]. It
follows that Fun(J,C(−, C)) is a finite limit of representables for every finite J , and is
thus representable, since C has finite limits.
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Note that it follows from the universal property that any functor J → J ′ induces
a morphism CJ ′ → CJ , and moreover this gives an anafunctor C(−) : |FinCat|op → C.
This anafunctor is (a partially defined) right adjoint to C(−, C) : C→ |Cat|op and hence
preserves limits (i.e., takes colimits in |FinCat| to limits in C).

Now consider the category ∼→ (the freestanding isomorphism). We have a monomor-
phism i : C∼→ → C1 which, for each A, identifies C(A,C∼→) with the set of isomorphisms
in C(A,C) (this is essentially the same as the object of isomorphisms of Definition 3.13).

7.2. Lemma. Given internal functors F,G : C → D between internal categories C,D ∈
Cat(C) in a finitely complete category C, an internal natural transformation α : F → G,
given by a morphism α : C0 → D1 is invertible if and only if α factors through i : D∼→ →
D1.

Proof. An internal natural transformation α : C0 → D1 from F to G is invertible if and
only if the natural transformation α∗ : C(A,C0) → C(A,D1) from F∗ to G∗ is invertible
for each A ∈ C.

This is equivalent to fα being an isomorphism in C(A,D) for each f : A→ C0 in C,
which is in turn equivalent to α factoring through D∼→.

Now, for a given internal category D in a finitely complete category C, we may from
an internal category Diso with objects D∼→∼→, D∼→, D0 by applying the limit-preserving ana-
functorD(−) to the corresponding internal category in |FinCat|op with objects ( ∼→ ∼→), ( ∼→), [0].
The latter is equipped with an internal functor to the standard internal category in
|FinCat|op with objects [2], [1], [0], and hence we have an internal functor i : Diso → D in
C.

7.3. Proposition. If C is a finitely complete category, then i : Diso → D is a core of D
for each D ∈ Cat(C).

Proof. We claim that an internal functor F : C → D in C is an arrow-wise isomorphism
if and only if F1 : C1 → D1 factors throughD∼→. Indeed, if F1 factors through D∼→, then for
any internal category A and internal natural transformation α : A0 → C1, the composite
αF1 will factor through D∼→ and hence be a natural isomorphism by Lemma 7.2; and con-

versely, if αF1 factors through D∼→ for each internal natural transformation α : A C,
then we can find A with A0 = C1 such that α = idC1 : C1 → C1 is a natural transfor-
mation. For example, we can take A to be the “discrete” internal category on C1, with
A0 = A1 = A2 = C1 and all structural morphisms equal to idC1 (or, once we know that
Cat(C) has arrow objects, we can take A = C→ and α = ∂ the universal 2-cell).

From this it is easy to see that Diso satisfies the universal property of the core with
respect to morphisms; and the universal property with respect to 2-cells follows from
Lemma 7.2.

Next, we consider the Axioms (N) and (Q), and the related Axioms (EX) and (BO).
First, let us prove that they are indeed related:



838 JOSEPH HELFER

7.4. Lemma. If C is corepita and satisfies (EX) and (BO), then it also satisfies (N) and
(Q).

In the following two proofs, we assume familiarity with the definitions and notation
from [BG14].

Proof. Assume (EX) and (BO).
The nerve of X ∈ C is the same thing as the Fbo-kernel of i : X

iso → X in the sense
of [BG14, §5.1], and the quotient in our sense of a given congruence is the same as the
Fbo-quotient. The gbo-congruences in our sense are precisely the Fbo-congruences which
are level-wise groupoids, by [BG14, Proposition 22].

Now, given any X, since i : X iso → X is by assumption an Fbo-strong epi map, it
follows from [BG14, Propositions 3 and 22 and Corollary 20] that i is effective, which
means that the tautological cocone under Nv(X) is a quotient, so we have (Q).

As for (N), we have, again by [BG14, Proposition 22], that any gbo-congruence C is
the kernel of its quotient q : C0 → X, so we only need to see that if C is complete, then
C0 is a core of X with inclusion morphism q.

But now q factors as C0
q̄−→ X iso i−→ X, and q is an Fbo-strong epi by [BG14, Corol-

lary 20]), hence q̄ is as well by the second part of Axiom (BO). We now claim that
if C is complete, then q̄ is also Fbo-monic (that is to say, fully faithful), and hence an
isomorphism, and hence that q is a core inclusion, as desired.

The completeness of C says, by Proposition 3.19, that the morphism ē : C0 → C∼= is
an equivalence, where c : C∼= → C1 is the object of isomorphisms, and hence both the
projections cπ0, cπ1 : C∼= → C0 (for which ē is a section) are equivalences as well. Now, by
definition of C being an Fbo-kernel of q, we have a lax pullback square as shown below the
left. It follows from this and the definition of C∼= that the square in the middle is a pseudo-
pullback, and hence that the resulting square on the right is also a pseudo-pullback.

C1 C0

C0 X

π0

π1 qα

q

C∼= C0

C0 X

cπ0

cπ1 q
∼

cα

q

C∼= C0

C0 X iso

cπ0

cπ1 q̄
∼

q̄

Since cπ0, cπ1 are equivalences, this implies that q̄ is pseudo-monic (see Remark 2.8) and
hence, since X iso is a groupoid, that q̄ is fully faithful, as claimed.

Next, let us show (BO).

7.5. Proposition. If C is a finitely complete category, then i : C iso → C is an Fbo-strong

epi for every C ∈ Cat(C), and for any two morphisms A
f−→ B

g−→ C in Cat(C), if g and
fg are both Fbo-strong epis, then so is f .

Proof. It is clear from the description of C iso (just before Proposition 7.3) that i0 : (C
iso)0 →

C0 is an isomorphism. Both claims now follow from the fact that a morphism F : A→ B
in Cat(C) is an Fbo-strong epi if and only if F0 : A0 → B0 is an isomorphism ([Bou10,
Proposition 2.61]).
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We summarize what we have so far:

7.6. Proposition. If C is a finitely complete category, then Cat(C) satisfies Axioms
(L), (C), (N), (Q), (EX), and (BO) from §4.

If C is moreover cartesian closed, then Cat(C) also satisfies Axiom (CC), i.e., is a
cartesian closed 2-category.

Proof. Let C be a finitely complete category and let C = Cat(C).
It is well known that C has all strict finite limits (and in particular all pita limits);

for example, it is asserted in [Str80a, (4.4)]. In fact, pullbacks (and the terminal object)
in C are constructed object-wise, and arrow objects can be constructed using Lemma 7.1
by a similar construction to the one in Proposition 7.3.

That C is cartesian closed when C is, is proven in [Str80a, (4.5)].
Proposition 7.3 shows that C has cores.
It is proven in [BG14, Proposition 60] that C is Fbo-exact (i.e., satisfies (EX)); we have

that C satisfies (BO) by Proposition 7.5; and hence by Lemma 7.4 that C also satisfies
(N) and (Q).

7.7. Colimits and cocores. For the verification of the remaining axioms, we restrict
our attention to the 2-category Cat(SetC) of internal categories in the category of set-
valued functors SetC. This is strictly equivalent to the 2-category CatC of strict category-
valued functors C→ Cat, strict natural transformations, and modifications.

7.8. Proposition. The 2-category CatC has all small bilimits and bicolimits, and in
fact all strict limits and colimits, and has cocores.

Proof. Strict limits and colimits are identical with limits and colimits in the sense of
enriched category theory. Thus, the first claim follows from the general result [Kel05,
Proposition 3.75].

The cocores in CatC are given pointwise; that is, for X ∈ CatC, define X as the
composite of X with the 2-functor Cat → Cat taking each category to its cocore. The
canonical morphismsXa→ Xa for a ∈ C assemble into a natural transformationX → X,
and this makes X into a cocore of X.

7.9. Remark. By Proposition 7.6, Cat(C) has finite limits under much weaker assump-
tions on C than the assumption in Proposition 7.8 that C is a presheaf category.

I was informed by the anonymous referee that it has recently been proven that Cat(C)
also has finite colimits under much weaker assumptions (for instance, that C is an ele-
mentary topos with natural numbers objects) [HM25], and that part of this had already
been proven in [JW78, Corollary 6.1].

7.10. DOF classifiers. We can obtain DOF classifiers in CatC using [Web07, Exam-
ple 4.7]. Here, we consider the 2-functor Sp: Cat → CatC which is a right 2-adjoint
to the “domain-category-of-the-Grothendieck-construction” 2-functor el : CatC → Cat.
Explicitly, for D ∈ Cat, Sp(D) : C→ CatU2 is the functor Fun((−)/C,D) taking c ∈ C
to the category of functors Fun(c/C,D).
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In loc. cit., it is shown that for any generic DOF p : E → B in Cat, the morphism
Sp(p) : Sp(E)→ Sp(B) is again a generic DOF (in CatC).

We will now show that Sp(p) is plentiful for appropriate p. We begin with several
lemmas concerning DOFs and generic DOFs in CatC.

7.11. Lemma. Given a category C and a morphism f : X → Y in C = CatC, the
following are equivalent:

(i) f is a DOF in CatC.

(ii) The functor fA : X(A)→ Y (A) is a DOF for each A ∈ C.

(iii) The functor el(f) : el(X)→ el(Y ) is a DOF.

Proof. We first prove (i) ⇒ (ii). For A ∈ C, consider the representable functor Â =

C(A,−) ∈ C (note that this functor Â : C→ Cat takes values in discrete categories). By

the 2-categorical Yoneda lemma, we have C(Â,X) ∼= X(A) (isomorphism of categories)
for any X.

Hence, if p : X → Y is a DOF, then by definition, so is p∗ : C(Â,X) → C(Â, Y ), and
hence (by the naturality of the Yoneda isomorphism) also pA : X(A)→ Y (A).

Conversely, suppose that each pA is a DOF. We want to show that p∗ : C(U,X) →
C(U, Y ) is a DOF for each U ∈ C. Given morphisms f, g : U → Y , a 2-cell α : f → g, and
a lift f̃ : U → X of f , we obtain a unique lift α̃A : f̃A → gA of αA : fA → gA.

X

U Y

f

g

f̃

α

X(A)

U(A) Y (A)
fA

gA

f̃A

g̃A

αA

α̃A

One verifies that the g̃A constitute a natural transformation g̃ : U → X and the α̃A a
modification α̃ : f̃ → g̃, and the uniqueness of the αA implies that of α̃.

The equivalence of (ii) and (iii) is a special case of the following general fact: given a
morphism of opfibrations

E E′

C
E

F

E′
(26)

(i.e., the triangle commutes, E and E ′ are opfibrations and F preserves cocartesian
morphisms), F is a DOF if and only if the fibrewise restrictions F |E−1(C) : E

−1(C) →
(E ′)−1(C) of F are DOFs for all C ∈ C.
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7.12. Lemma. Given a DOF p : S∗ → S in Cat:

(i) p is generic if and only if, for all s, s′ ∈ S, the operation f 7→ f∗ gives a bijection
from S(s, s′) to the set of functions p−1(s)→ p−1(s′).

(ii) If p is generic (and assuming the axiom of choice), a DOF f : X → Y in Cat is
p-small if and only if each fibre of f is isomorphic to some fibre of p.

Proof. For the (⇒) direction of (i), assuming p is generic, for any s, s′, consider the
functors f, f ′ : [0] → S from the trivial category [0] taking the unique object of [0] to
s and s′ respectively, and form the pullbacks f ∗p, (f ′)∗p. Our desired conclusion about
p with respect to s and s′ then amounts precisely to the genericity property of p with
respect to these two pullback squares.

We next consider the (⇐) direction of (i).
Assume the hypothesis on p. Referring to the notation from Definition 2.7, given

pullback squares as in (4), a morphism g : F → H and a 2-cell γ̈ : f̈ → gḧ, we need to
show that there is a unique 2-cell γ as in (5) with γ̈p = ḟγ.

Given a ∈ A, we are forced to define γa : f(a)→ h(a) to be the unique morphism such
that (γa)∗ : p

−1
(
f(a)

)
→ p−1

(
h(a)

)
is the function taking ŝ ∈ p−1

(
f(a)

)
to the codomain

of γ̈â, where â ∈ F is the unique object with f̈(â) = ŝ and ḟ(â) = a. It remains to see
that γa, thus defined, is natural.

Fix u : a→ a′ in A. To see that

f(a) f(a′)

h(a) h(a′)

f(u)

γa γa′

h(u)

(27)

commutes, it suffices to show that
(
f(u) · γa′

)
∗ =

(
γa · h(u)

)
∗ : p

−1
(
f(a)

)
→ p−1

(
h(a′)

)
.

This follows from the commutativity, for each ŝ ∈ p−1
(
f(a)

)
of the naturality square

ŝ f̈(â) f̈(â′)

ḧ
(
g(â)

)
ḧ
(
g(â′)

)
f̈(û)

γ̈â γ̈â′

ḧ
(
g(û)

)

for γ̈ at û : â → â′, which lies over (27). Here, â ∈ F is the unique object with f̈(â) = ŝ
and ḟ(â) = a, and û is the unique lift of u with domain â.

As for (ii), one implication is obvious, and the other implication is straightforward
based on what we just proved.
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7.13. Lemma. The 2-functor el : CatC → Cat preserves and reflects strict pullback
squares.

Proof. el factors as CatC
El−→ OFs(C)

dom−−→ Cat, where OFs is the 2-category of split
opfibrations over C, and the Grothendieck-construction 2-functor El is a strict equivalence
and hence preserves and reflects all finite limits.

In more detail, an object (E, p) of OFs is a functor E
P−→ C together with a choice,

for each f : c → c′ in C and e ∈ E with P (e) = c, of a cocartesian lift f̃e of f with

dom(f̃e) = e, satisfying (ĩdc)e = ide and (f̃ g)e = f̃e · (g̃)cod(f̃e). A morphism F : (E, P )→
(E′, P ′) is a functor F : E → E′ preserving the specified cocartesian lifts, and a 2-cell

α : (E, P )
F

G
(E′, P ′) is a natural transformation α : F → G with αP ′ = idP .

It remains to see that OFs(C)
dom−−→ Cat preserves and reflects strict pullback squares.

The argument is similar to that given in the proof of Proposition 5.12: one shows that
to form a strict pullback in OFs(C), we may first form the pullback of the domains in
Cat, and there is then a canonical way to supply the result with the structure of a split
opfibration, making the resulting square a strict pullback in OFs(C).

7.14. Lemma.Given a category C, a generic DOF p : E → B in Cat and a DOF f : X →
Y in CatC, the following are equivalent:

(i) f is Sp(p)-small.

(ii) The DOF fA in Cat is p-small for all A ∈ C.

(iii) The DOF el(f) in Cat is p-small.

Proof. We first prove (i) ⇔ (iii). By the adjunction el ⊣ Sp, commutative squares

el(X) E

el(Y ) B

el(f)

⌟
p (28)

in Cat are in bijection with commutative squares

X Sp(E)

Y Sp(B)

f Sp(p) (29)

in CatC.
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Now, it is proven in [Web07, Example 4.7] that the naturality square with respect to
p

el
(
Sp(E)

)
E

el
(
Sp(B)

)
B

el
(
Sp(p)

)
p

for the counit of the adjunction el ⊣ Sp is a pullback square.
By Lemma 7.13, it follows (using the 2-of-3 property of pullback squares) that (28) is

a strict pullback if and only if (29) is, which proves the claim.
The equivalence (ii) ⇔ (iii) is a special case of the more general claim that given a

morphism of opfibrations F as in (26) such that F is a DOF, F is p-small if and only if
F |E−1(C) : E

−1(C)→ (E ′)−1(C) is p-small for all C ∈ C. This, in turn, is immediate from
Lemma 7.14 (ii).

Before proceeding, let us clarify our conventions concerning universes, about which we
will have to be careful in what follows. A Grothendieck universe (or just universe) is a
non-empty set U which is (i) transitive (i.e., a ∈ b ∈ U implies a ∈ U) and which is closed
under (ii) power sets, and (iii) unions indexed by elements of U [AGV72, Exposé 1][JY21,
§1.1].

For a universe U, we write SetU for the category of sets that are elements of U (and
SetU∗ for the category of pointed sets) and CatU for the 2-category of categories that are
elements of U.

7.15. Proposition. Let U′ ∈ U be two universes, and let p = pU′ : SetU′∗ → SetU′ be
the forgetful functor (this is a generic DOF in CatU by Lemma 7.12).

Then the generic DOF Sp(pU) : Sp(SetU′∗)→ Sp(SetU′) in CatCU is plentiful.

Proof. First observe that p itself is plentiful. More precisely, referring to the defining
properties (D1)-(D3) of a plentiful DOF from §4, and appealing to Lemma 7.12 (ii), we
have that p satisfies (D1) as soon as U′ contains all subsets of some one-element set,
p satisfies (D2) as soon as U′ is closed under disjoint unions indexed by sets that are
elements of U, and p satisfies (D3) as soon as U′ is additionally closed under power sets
(this follows upon verifying that, in Cat, the DOF collapse of ∂iso

1 : Mon(SetU)
iso → SetisoU

is given by the forgetful functor P̃→ (SetU)
iso from the groupoid P̃ ⊂ (Set→U )iso of subset

inclusions).
It follows, using Lemma 7.14, and the fact that (by Lemma 7.13) el : CatC → Cat

preserves monomorphisms, that Sp(p) is also pre-plentiful, i.e., satisfies (D1)-(D2).
To see that Sp(p) satisfies (D3), we first make some observations about the 2-category

CatC, which are straightforward to verify (making use of the representable functors

Â : C→ Cat as in the proof of Lemma 7.11):

(i) The core of an object F ∈ CatCU is the functor F iso which is the composite of F
with the core functor (−)iso : |CatU| → |CatU|. (Note: the latter does not naturally
extend to a 2-functor CatU → CatU.)
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(ii) If F ∈ CatCU has finite limits, then Mon(F ) is given by the composite of F with the
partial functor |CatU| 99K |CatU| taking each finite limit category to its category
of monomorphisms, and taking each functor to the induced functor on monomor-
phisms.

Now recall that Sp(SetU′)(A) = Fun(A/C,SetU′) and Sp(SetU′)(f) for f : A→ B is the
functor (f ∗)∗ : Fun(A/C,SetU′)→ Fun(B/C,SetU′), where f ∗ = (−) · f : B/C→ A/C.

Now, for each A ∈ C, let Sub(A) be the subcategory of Fun(A/C,SetU′)→ consisting
of inclusions of subfunctors and isomorphisms between these. It follows from the above
observations that this defines a subfunctor Sub: C→ CatU of Mon(Sp(SetU′))iso, and we
have a commutative triangle

Sub Mon(Sp(SetU′))iso

Sp(SetU′)iso,

∂2 ∂iso
2

where ∂2 : Sub→ Sp(SetU′)iso a DOF by Lemma 7.11.
Now, the inclusion i : Sub → Mon(Sp(SetU′))iso is such that iA is an equivalence for

each A. Since (∂2)A is a DOF for each A, it follows from Proposition 2.14 (iv) that i is
itself an equivalence, and hence that ∂2 is a DOF collapse of ∂iso

2 .
Hence, to check that Sp(p) satisfies (D3), it suffices to check that ∂2 is p-small, i.e.,

that (∂2)A : Sub(A) → Fun(A/C,SetU′) has U′-small fibres (or rather, fibres isomorphic
to U′-small sets) for each A ∈ C. But the fibre over a given F : A/C → SetU′ is the set
of subfunctors of F , and this is isomorphic to a subset of

⊔
B∈Ob(A/C) P(F (B)) ∈ U′.

7.16. Corollary. If U is a universe that contains another universe U′ ∈ U, then the
2-category CatU satisfies all the axioms of §4, except possibly Axiom (UA).

We note that the existence of a universe containing another universe is a stronger
assumption than the mere existence of universe, though it is certainly implied by the
commonly assumed Axiom of Universes, which says that every set is contained in some
universe.

For the purposes of finding a 2-category satisfying Axiom (UA) from §4, it would seem
that we need a universe U such that each x ∈ U is contained in some further universe
x ∈ U′ ∈ U, the existence of which goes beyond even Axiom of Universes. However, we
can get away with slightly less:

Let us say that a set U is a pre-universe if it satisfies (i),(ii) in the definition of universe
above on p. 843, and in addition satisfies (iii′) U is closed under finite unions. It is then
clear (say, in ZF), that every set is contained in a pre-universe, and that, assuming the
Axiom of Universes, there exists a pre-universe U such that every x ∈ U is contained in
a universe x ∈ U′ ∈ U.

For a pre-universe U, we use the notation SetU and CatU as above.
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It is not hard to see that the above results, and in particular Proposition 7.15, still
holds if U is only assumed to be a pre-universe. The one subtlety is that the 2-functor
el with domain CatCU can no longer be considered to have codomain CatU, and we must
instead use CatV for some larger pre-universe V.

We conclude:

7.17. Corollary. If U is a pre-universe such that any x ∈ U is contained in some
universe x ∈ U′ ∈ U, then the 2-category CatU satisfies all the axioms of §4.

Similarly, in Corollary 7.16, it is enough to assume that U is a pre-universe.

A. Finite limit sketches

In this appendix, we prove that, for an object X with finite limits in a pita 2-category,
we can form cotensors of X not only with finite categories, but also finite finite-limit
sketches. This will be used in Appendix B, but is also of obvious independent interest, as
it says that we can form the category of models in X of any (finitary) essentially algebraic
theory.

A pbt (“pullbacks and terminal objects”) sketch J = (|J |, P, T ) is a category
|J | together with a set P of commutative squares in |J | and a set T of objects in |J |; it
is a finite pbt sketch if |J | (hence also P and T ) is finite. A model J → D of J in a
category D is a functor |J | → D taking each square in P to a pullback square in D and
each object in T to a terminal object in D. (Pbt sketches are closely related to finite
limit sketches, and are (nearly) the same as the “flSk sketches” of [Mak97]. These notions
are all practically equivalent to one another, and there is considerable flexibility in the
definition; for example, dropping the requirement that the squares in P be commutative
would again result in an essentially equivalent notion.)

We will also need the following refinement of the notion of model: if C is a 2-category
and A,B ∈ C, then a stable model J → C(A,B) is a model for which moreover each
specified square or object is taken to a stable pullback square or terminal object in C(A,B)
in the sense of Remark 2.21.

Given an object X ∈ C and a pbt sketch J , a strict cotensor of X with J is an
object XJ together with a stable model ev = evJ,X : J → C(XJ , X) with the following
universal property: for each A ∈ C, the functor C(A,XJ) → Fun(|J |,C(A,X)) defined
as in (3) on p. 788 is an isomorphism onto the subcategory consisting of stable models
J → C(A,X).

In §2.1, we mentioned the abuse of notation that, given a category K and a cotensor
XK , we may sometimes conflate a diagram K → C(A,X) with the corresponding mor-
phism A → XK . Similarly, for a pbt sketch J , we may conflate a morphism A → XJ

with the corresponding stable model J → C(A,X).
A morphism of pbt sketches is a functor of underlying categories taking each

specified square or object to a specified square or object; a morphism of sketches J → J ′

can be composed with a (stable) model of J ′ to produce a (stable) model of J . Given
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a morphism F : J → J ′ of pbt-sketches and cotensors XJ and XJ ′
, there is an induced

morphism XF : XJ ′ → XJ classifying the stable model J
F−→ J ′ ev−→ C(XJ ′

, X).
Note that if there exists a cotensor X |J | of X with the underlying category |J | of J ,

then there is a morphism (in fact, an isofibration)

XJ φX,J−−−→ X |J | (30)

classifying (the underlying functor of) evJ,X .
We will prove:

A.1. Proposition. If X ∈ C has finite limits and C is pita, then there exists a cotensor
XJ for any finite pbt sketch J .

See [Str14] for a related result.
The proof will parallel the construction of cotensors in a category with PIE limits,

which is (a special case of) what is done in [PR91, §2]. For the proof of the proposition,
we will also need to use the simplest special cases of it, which we now prove separately:

A.2. Lemma. Suppose C is pita and X ∈ C has finite limits. If J is the pbt sketch
consisting of a single pullback square or the sketch 1! consisting of a single terminal object,
then the cotensor XJ exists.

Proof. We do the case of a pullback square; the other case is similar but easier. Note
that in this case, a stable model of J = in C(A,B) is just a stable pullback square in
C(A,B).

To begin with, we form a cotensor X⌟ of X with a freestanding cospan ⌟. We thus
have a universal cospan ev⌟,X in C(X⌟, X), and we next form a pullback of ev⌟,X to obtain
a (stable) pullback square p : X⌟ → X□ in C(X⌟, X), where X□ is the cotensor of X with
a freestanding commutative square □.

Now consider the finite category ∼→∗⌟, the join (see §B.1) of a freestanding isomorphism
∼→ with a cospan. The two inclusions j0, j1 : 1 ↪→ ∼→, where 1 is the terminal category,

induce morphisms ik : □
∼−→ 1∗⌟

jk
↪−→ ( ∼→∗⌟) (for k = 0, 1).

We now form X as a strict pullback

X X
∼→∗⌟ X□

X⌟ X□

⌟
π1

π0 Xi1

Xi0

p

(which exists as X i1 is an isofibration). The desired universal stable model of , we
claim, is the stable pullback square π1X

i0 in C(X ,X). To see that this is indeed a stable
pullback square, note that it suffices to show that π1X

i1 is a stable pullback square, since
if two cones over a given span are isomorphic, then one is a (stable) pullback square if
and only if the other is; but π1X

i1 = π0p, and p is a stable pullback square by definition.
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To see that X has the desired universal property, it suffices, using the universal
property ofX□, to show that for each A ∈ C, the functor (π1X

i0)∗ : C(A,X )→ C(A,X□)
is an isomorphism onto the full subcategory on the objects of C(A,X□) classifying pullback
squares in C(A,X) (which are automatically stable, since X is assumed to have finite
limits).

Full-faithfulness of (π1X
i0)∗ follows from the fact that X i0 and p are fully faithful and

the fact that fully faithful morphisms are stable under strict pullbacks and composition.
To prove that (π1X

i0)∗ is injective on objects and has the correct image, fix a pullback
square q : A→ X□ in C(A,X), with underlying cospan r : A→ X⌟.

A

X X
∼→∗⌟ X□

X⌟ X□

t s
q

r ⌟
π1

π0 Xi1

Xi0

p

Thus, rp and q are both pullbacks of the same cospan r, and hence assemble into a unique
diagram s : A → X

∼→∗⌟ in C(A,X) satisfying sX i0 = q and sX i1 = rp. The universal
property of the pullback square then gives our desired unique morphism t : A→ X with
tπ1X

i0 = q.

Proof Proof of Proposition A.1. Fix a finite pbt sketch J = (|J |, P, T ) and an object
X ∈ C having finite limits. To begin with, we form a cotensor X |J |. Each p ∈ P is a
commutative square □

p−→ |J |, and gives a morphism Xp : X |J | → X□. Now form the
cotensor X , so that we have a morphism φX, : X → X□ as in (30), and form a strict
pullback

XJ,pb
∏

p∈P X

X |J | ∏
p∈P X□.

π1

π0

⌟ ∏
p∈P φX,

⟨Xp⟩p∈P

Note that these are finite products since P is finite, and that the morphism on the right
is an isofibration.

The morphism π0 is fully faithful since
∏

p∈P φX, is, and we see immediately that a

morphism A → X |J | factors through π0 if and only if the functor J → C(A,X) which
it classifies takes each pullback square p : □ → J in P to a stable pullback square in
C(A,X).

To finish the construction, we now do the same thing but with terminal objects. Each

t ∈ T gives a morphism 1
t−→ |J | and hence a morphism XJ,pb π0−→ X |J | t∗−→ X. We then

form a cotensor X1! of X with the sketch 1! consisting of a single terminal object, so that
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we have a morphism φX,1!
: X1! → X, and we form the pullback

XJ
∏

t∈T X1!

XJ,pb
∏

t∈T X

⌟ ∏
t∈T φX,1!

⟨π0t∗⟩t∈T

Then XJ is the desired cotensor.

A.3. Corollary. [Proposition 2.24] If C is pita and X ∈ C has finite limits, then the
object Mon(X) of monomorphisms in X exists.

Proof. Take J = (|J |, P, T ) to be the pbt sketch where |J | = [1] is the free-standing
arrow (as in §3.20), and where T = ∅ and P consists of the single square

0 0

0 1.

Then the cotensor XJ has the universal property of Mon(X).

We end by noting that there is an obvious notion of tbp-sketch (“terminal object and
binary products”) analogous to that of pbt-sketch. The proof of Proposition A.1 works
just as well for tbp-sketches and gives:

A.4. Proposition. If X ∈ C has finite products and C is pita, then XJ exists for any
tbp-sketch J .

B. Power objects and exponentials

This appendix has three objectives.
The first is to introduce the notion of an object X in a 2-category C having exponential

objects (or being cartesian closed). Since we defined an internal elementary topos X as
an object having finite limits and power objects—as opposed to having finite limits,
exponentials, and a subobject classifier—we managed to avoid discussing exponentials,
and we now fill that gap. The definition is the expected “representable” one, and like the
definition of X having power objects (and for the same reason), it makes reference only
to the groupoids in C.

Secondly, we give alternative, (non-“representable”) definitions of an object X having
finite limits, power objects, or exponentials; in particular, in the latter two cases, the
definition avoids making special reference to the groupoids in C (though the definition
does still make use of the cores of certain objects). The definition in all three cases
follows the same general pattern, reminiscent of the “operations on diagrams” introduced
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in [Mak85, §1.1]. In the latter two cases, the definition also makes use of the cotensors
with sketches from Appendix A.

In the case of finite limits, the alternative definition is, in general, not quite equivalent
to X having finite limits, but rather C(A,X) having finite limits for each groupoid A, and
these being stable along morphisms A′ → A with A′ a groupoid. However, assuming C

is groupoidant, this latter condition is seen, using the results of §6.10, to be equivalent to
X having finite limits.

Thus, altogether, the alternative definitions are meant to deepen the conviction that,
in the context of a groupoidant 2-category C, the definitions of an object X having power
objects or exponentials are “correct”—in spite of the fact that they seemingly somewhat
artificially make reference only to the groupoids in C.

The third objective is also related to this: we show, again assuming C is groupoidant—
and again using the results of §6.10—that if a an object X has power objects or exponen-
tials, then the natural covariant and contravariant power functors X → X and Xop → X
and exponential functor Xop ×X → X can be defined internally.

Related to this, we end with some comments on the question of the cocompleteness of
a plentiful generic DOF S in Remark B.14.

B.1. Finite limits. Recall that given two categories C,D, their join C ∗D is formed
from the disjoint union of C and D by adjoining a single morphism from each object in
C to each object in D.

Given a category J , we set Ĵ = [0] ∗ J (this is the cone on J), and
̂̂
J= [1] ∗ J (where

[0] and [1] are as in §3.20).

We write i0, i1 : Ĵ →
̂̂
J for δ0 ∗ idJ , δ1 ∗ idJ .

Given a pita category C and objects A,X ∈ C, we then have that for a diagram
u : A → XJ of shape J , a limit of u is the same thing as a lift ū : A → X Ĵ of u, such
that for any other lift v of u, there is a unique 2-cell α : v → u with αX i = idu, where
i : J → Ĵ is the canonical inclusion into the join [0] ∗ J .

X Ĵ

A XJ .

Xi

u

∀v

ū

∃!α

That ū is a stable limit is expressed by requiring that for each f : A′ → A, the composite
fū : A′ → X Ĵ is still a limit (of fu).

Note, moreover, that given v : A→ X Ĵ , a 2-cell α : v → u with αX i = idu is the same
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thing as a morphism w : A→ X
̂̂
J with v = wX i0 : A→ X Ĵ and u = wX i1 : A→ X Ĵ .

X
̂̂
J

X Ĵ

A XJ

Xi0 Xi1

Xi

u

v

ū

w (31)

B.2. Proposition. Let C be a pita 2-category. Then for any X ∈ C and any finite
category J , the following are equivalent:

(i) X has finite limits of shape J .

(ii) There exists a morphism ℓ : XJ → X Ĵ with ℓX i = idXJ and satisfying the following
equivalent conditions:

(ii-a) For each A ∈ X and each diagram u : A → XJ of shape J in C(A,X), the

cone uℓ : A→ X Ĵ over u is a limit cone.

(ii-b) If we form a strict pullback of the isofibration X i1 : X
̂̂
J→ X Ĵ along ℓ

Y X
̂̂
J X Ĵ

XJ X Ĵ XJ ,

π1

π0

⌟
Xi1

Xi0

ℓ Xi

Xi

then the composite π1X
i0 is an isomorphism.

Proof. If X has finite limits of shape J , we take ℓ : XJ → X Ĵ to be a (necessarily stable)

limit cone over idXJ : XJ → XJ ; then ℓX i = idXJ , and by stability, uℓ : A → X Ĵ is a
limit cone in C(A,X) for each u : A→ XJ , whence (ii-a).

Conversely, given ℓ : XJ → X Ĵ as in (ii-a), each diagram u : A→ XJ of shape J has a

limit uℓ, and it is stable because, given f : A′ → A, the diagram f(uℓ) = (fu)ℓ : A′ → X Ĵ

is by assumption again a limit cone.
It remains to see (ii-a)⇔ (ii-b), for which we use the above characterization of limits,

according to which (ii-a) is equivalent to there existing, for each v : A → X Ĵ , a unique

w : A→ X
̂̂
J with

wX i0 = v and wX i1 = vX iℓ. (⋆)

But now note that (π1)∗ : C(A, Y )→ C(A,X
̂̂
J) gives a bijection between those y : A→

Y with yπ1X
i0 = v and those w : A→ X

̂̂
J satisfying (⋆).

Hence, we see that (ii-a) is equivalent to there being, for each v : A → X Ĵ , a unique
y : A→ Y with yπ1X

i0 = v, i.e., to π1X
i0 being an isomorphism.
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B.3. Remark. A third equivalent condition to (ii-a) and (ii-b) in the above proposition

is that ℓ : XJ → X Ĵ is right adjoint to X i : X Ĵ → XJ .

B.4. Proposition. Let C be a corepita 2-category. Then for any X ∈ C and finite
category J , the following are equivalent:

(i) C(A,X) has finite limits of shape J for all groupoids A ∈ C and these are preserved
by f ∗ for all f : A′ → A with A′ a groupoid.

(ii) There exists a morphism ℓ : (XJ)iso → (X Ĵ)iso with ℓ(X i)iso = id(XJ )iso and satisfying
the following equivalent conditions:

(ii-a) For each groupoid A ∈ X and each diagram u : A→ XJ of shape J in C(A,X),

the cone uisoℓi : A→ X Ĵ over u is a limit cone.

(ii-b) If we form a strict pullback of the isofibration (X i1)iso : (X
̂̂
J)iso → (X Ĵ)iso along

ℓ

Y (X
̂̂
J)iso (X Ĵ)iso

(XJ)iso (X Ĵ)iso (XJ)iso,

π1

π0

⌟
(Xi1 )iso

(Xi0 )iso

ℓ Xi

Xi

then the composite π1(X
i0)iso is an isomorphism.

Proof. The proof is essentially the same as that of the previous proposition, where we
use that in the characterization (31) of stable limits, if A is a groupoid, we may replace

XJ , X Ĵ , X i, and so on, by (XJ)iso, (X Ĵ)iso, (X i)iso, and so on; and also that a morphism
f : X → Y of groupoids in C is an isomorphism if and only if f∗ : C(A,X) → C(A, Y ) is
a bijection on objects for all groupoids A ∈ C.

Now we come to the main point:

B.5. Proposition. If C is a groupoidant 2-category, then for any X ∈ C and finite
category J , the conditions of Propositions B.2 and B.4 are equivalent.

Proof. Clearly, the condition Proposition B.2.(i) is stronger than Proposition B.4.(i), so
we only need to prove the reverse implication.

Thus, fix a morphism ℓ : (XJ)iso → X Ĵ as in Proposition B.2.(ii), so that, for each

diagram u : A → XJ with A a groupoid, we have a stable limit diagram uisoℓi : A → X Ĵ

over u.
For each groupoid A, we then have a functor FA : C(A,X

J)→ C(A,X Ĵ) taking each
diagram u to its chosen stable limit diagram uisoℓi, and whose action on morphisms is
determined by the additional condition FA(X

i)∗ = idC(A,XJ ).
Given u : A′ → A, we have, for each v : A → XJ , that u · FA(v) = uvisoℓi = FA′(uv),

and likewise with morphisms in C(A,XJ). Hence we see that the FA constitute a natural

transformation F : (XJ)gpd → (X Ĵ)gpd.
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Thus, by Theorem 6.11 (iii), there is a (unique) morphism ℓ′ : XJ → X Ĵ with F = ℓ′∗.
It follows that ℓ′ satisfies the condition of Proposition B.2 (ii-a) with respect to groupoids

A and hence, by the proof of that proposition, that (π1X
i0)∗ : C(A, Y ) → C(A,X Ĵ) is a

bijection on objects for all groupoids A. By a similar argument, one can also show that
(π1X

i0)∗ is in fact an isomorphism. (Here, one uses that there is a unique morphism of

limit diagrams of shape Ĵ extending any given morphism of their restrictions to J—and

similarly, there is a unique morphism of diagrams of shape
̂̂
J extending a given morphism

between their restrictions along Ĵ
i0
↪−→ ̂̂

J, assuming the restrictions along Ĵ
i1
↪−→ ̂̂

J are limit
diagrams.)

Hence, using Theorem 6.11 (i) and (iii), we conclude that π1X
i0 is an isomorphism,

so ℓ′ satisfies the condition Proposition B.2 (ii-b).

B.6. Power objects. We now discuss power objects. We begin by observing that
they can be characterized in a similar way to the characterization of finite limits at the
beginning of §B.1 above.

We define the following finite categories.

|K| =
(
0
)
| qK| =


3

2

0 1

⌟

 |||K| =


3′ 3

2′ 2

1′ 0 1

⌟

⌟ ⌟

 (32)

Each category is a preorder generated by the displayed graph.
Note that we have an inclusion i : |K| → | qK|, as well as two embeddings i′, i′′ : | qK| →

|||K|, the first being an inclusion, and the second taking 1, 2, 3 to 1′, 2′, 3′.
Moreover, we make |K| into a pbt sketch (see Appendix A) K = (|K|, PK , TK), and

likewise with | qK| and |||K|, in the way indicated in the diagram; and we see that the
functors i, i′, i′′ then become morphisms of sketches. Here, the monomorphisms ↣ are
encoded in a pbt sketch as in the proof of Corollary A.3, and the “⌟ ” symbols indicate
product diagrams. (Note that in order to represent the desired products as pullbacks,
we must add an additional object to the diagram and declare it to be terminal—or more
directly, we can just extend the notion of pbt sketch to also allow for the specification of
binary products. We assume one of these two things has been done.)

Now, given a pita 2-category C, observe that for an object X ∈ C with finite limits,
X has power objects if and only if for each groupoid A ∈ C and each u : A → XK = X,
there is a morphism ū : A→ X

qK with ūX i = u and such that, for any v : A→ X
qK with
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vX i = u, there is a unique w : A→ X
|

|K with wX i = ū and wX i′ = v (compare (31)).

X
|

|K

X
qK

A X

Xi′ Xi

Xi

u

v

ū

w

The proof of Proposition B.4 now carries over immediately to the present context to
give:

B.7. Proposition. Let C be a corepita 2-category. Then for any X ∈ C with finite
limits, the following are equivalent:

(i) X has power objects (i.e., is an internal elementary topos).

(ii) There exists a morphism P : X iso = (XK)iso → (X
qK)iso with P (X i)iso = idXiso and

satisfying the following equivalent conditions:

(ii-a) For each groupoid A ∈ X and each u : A → X, the model uisoPi : A → X
qK of

qK in C(A,X) is a power object diagram.

(ii-b) If we form a strict pullback of the isofibration (X i′)iso : (X
|

|K)iso → (X
qK)iso along

P

Y (X
|

|K)iso (X
qK)iso

X iso (X
qK)iso X iso,

π1

π0

⌟
(Xi′ )iso

(Xi′′ )iso

P (Xi)iso

(Xi)iso

then the composite π1(X
i′′)iso is an isomorphism.

Now let us see that we can construct the covariant and contravariant power object
morphisms X → X and Xop → X for any internal elementary topos X.

Given objects A,B ∈ C in an elementary topos C, and power object diagrams on A
and B with associated power objects PA and PB, any morphism f : A→ B induces, in
a well-known manner, morphisms f∗ : PA → PB and f ∗ : PB → PA (see e.g., [MM94,
pp. IV.1, IV.3]). Thus, a choice of power object diagram for each A ∈ C gives rise to
covariant and contravariant power object functors P : C→ C and P : Cop → C.

A choice of power object diagram for each object corresponds to a section s : Ciso →
(C

qK)iso of the projection (Ci)iso : (C
qK)iso → Ciso (with qK as in (32) above) taking each

object A ∈ C to a power object diagram s(A).
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B.8. Definition. Given a corepita 2-category C and an internal elementary topos X ∈
C, we say that a morphism P : X → X is a covariant power morphism if there exists
a morphism P : X iso → (X

qK)iso as in Proposition B.7 such that:

(i) For each groupoid A ∈ C and f : A → X, the object fP ∈ C(A,X) is the power

object underlying the power object diagram f isoPi : A→ X
qK.

(ii) For each groupoid A and 2-cell α : A
f

g
X, the morphism αP : fP → gP in

C(A,X) is the morphism between power objects induced by α and the power ob-
ject diagrams f isoPi and gisoPi.

A contravariant power morphism P : Xop → X is defined similarly, except that

now for f : A → X, it is A
fop

−−→ Xop P−→ X which should be the power object underlying

f isoPi, and for a 2-cell α : A
f

g
X, the morphism αopP : gopP → gopP should be the

contravariant morphism induced by α, f isoPi, and gisoPi.

B.9. Proposition. Let C be a groupoidant 2-category and suppose X ∈ C is an internal
elementary topos. Then there exist covariant and contravariant power morphisms for X,
and they are each unique up to isomorphism.

Proof.We treat the case of the covariant power morphism; the proof for the contravariant
power morphism is similar, using (the first part of) Proposition 6.20.

Fix a morphism P : X iso → (X
qK)iso as in Proposition B.7.

For each groupoid A ∈ C, consider the functor FA : C(A,X)→ C(A,X) taking each f
to the power object underlying the power object diagram f isoPi, and having the evident
action on morphisms, as in (ii) above.

An argument similar to that in the proof of Proposition B.5 shows that the FA can
be made into a natural transformation F : (X̂)iso → (X̂)iso. Here, we make use the fact
that any functor preserving (finite limits and) power objects also preserves the induced
morphisms between power objects.

Hence by Theorem 6.11, there exists a unique morphism P : X → X with P∗ = F .
To prove the uniqueness of P up to isomorphism, it suffices by Corollary 6.13 to

show that given a second morphism P ′ : X iso → (X
qK)iso as above, the resulting natural

transformation F ′ : (X̂)iso → (X̂)iso is isomorphic to F .
For each groupoid A ∈ C, we define a natural isomorphism φA : FA

∼−→ F ′
A by letting

(φA)f for f : A→ X be the morphism FA(f)→ F ′
A(f) induced by idf with respect to the

chosen power object diagrams f isoPi and f isoP ′i. One then checks that the φA constitute
a modification, again using the aforementioned fact that functors preserving power objects
also preserve the induced morphisms.
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B.10. Exponentials. We now turn to the case of cartesian closed objects X ∈ C. We
have not yet introduced this concept, but there is an obvious definition analogous to that
of X having power objects: X is cartesian closed if for each groupoid A ∈ C, the
category C(A,X) is cartesian closed, and for each f : A′ → A with A′ a groupoid, the
functor f ∗ : C(A,X)→ C(A′, X) preserves products and exponentials.

As with power objects, there is no obvious way to extend this condition to non-
groupoidal A, because exponentials have the opposite covariance in their two arguments—
and moreover, it is simply not the case in Cat for a general non-groupoidal A that if X
is cartesian closed, then so is Cat(A,X).

Now, with the same conventions as in (32) above, define the following finite tbp
sketches (see Proposition A.4).

L =
(

0 1
)

qL =

 2 3

0 1

⌟

 q

qL =


2 3

0 1

2′ 3′

⌟

⌝


Again, we have an inclusion i : L→ qL and embeddings i′, i′′ : qL→ q

qL
The same proof as that of Propositions B.4 and B.7 gives:

B.11. Proposition. Let C be a corepita 2-category. Then for any X ∈ C with finite
products, the following are equivalent:

(i) X is cartesian closed.

(ii) There exists a morphism E : (X × X)iso = (XL)iso → (X
qL)iso with E(X i)iso =

id(X×X)iso and satisfying the following equivalent conditions:

(ii-a) For each groupoid A ∈ X and each f, g : A → X, the model ⟨f, g⟩isoEi : A →
X

qL of qL in C(A,X) is an exponential object diagram.

(ii-b) If we form a strict pullback along the isofibration (X i′)iso : (X
q

qL)iso → (X
qL)iso

along E

P (X
q

qL)iso (X
qL)iso

(X ×X)iso (X
qL)iso (X ×X)iso,

π1

π0

⌟

(Xi′ )iso

(Xi′′ )iso

E Xi

Xi

then the composite π1(X
i′′)iso is an isomorphism.
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Next, let us see that we can construct the exponential functor for a cartesian closed
object X ∈ C in a groupoidant 2-category C.

For such an X, we define the notion of exponential morphism exp: Xop×X → X
in an analogous manner to that of power morphism (Definition B.8): there should be a

morphism E : X iso → (X
qL)iso as in Proposition B.11 such that, for each f, g : A→ X with

A a groupoid, the object ⟨f op, g⟩ exp ∈ C(A,X) is the exponential object underlying the
diagram ⟨f op, g⟩isoEi, and given f ′, g′ : A→ X and 2-cells α : f ′ → f and β : g → g′, the
2-cell ⟨αop, β⟩ : ⟨f op, g⟩E → ⟨(f ′)op, g′⟩E is the corresponding induced morphism.

The proof of Proposition B.9 carries over to the present context to give:

B.12. Proposition. If C is a groupoidant 2-category, then for any cartesian closed object
X ∈ C, there is an exponential morphism exp: Xop × X → X, and it is unique up to
isomorphism.

Finally, we point out that the notion of X being cartesian closed discussed here is
(assuming C is groupoidant!) stronger than the one given in [Web07, Definition 8.1]:

B.13. Proposition. Let C be a groupoidant 2-category. If X ∈ C is cartesian closed in
the above sense, then for any morphism from the terminal object x : 1→ X, the morphism
(−× x) : X → X defined as the composite

X ∼−→ X × 1
idX×x−−−−→ X ×X

m−→ X,

has a right adjoint, where m is a right adjoint to ∆: X → X ×X.

Proof. We fix an exponential morphism exp: Xop × X → X and define our putative
right adjoint (−)x : X → X as the composite

X
⟨!Xxop,id⟩−−−−−→ Xop ×X

exp−−→ X,

where ! =!X : X → 1 is the morphism to the terminal object. We want to see that this is
indeed a right adjoint.

First, a few preliminary remarks. By definition, associated with the exponential mor-
phism exp is the morphism E : (X ×X)iso → (X

qL)iso.
Let us write S for the tbp-sketch with a single product diagram S = (2← 3→ 0), so

that we have an inclusion j : S → qL. Note that the composite EiXj : (X ×X)iso → XS

is a product diagram over the objects

⟨πiso
0 iop, πiso

1 i⟩ exp, πiso
0 iop ∈ C((X ×X)iso, X).

On the other hand, the morphismm (or rather the counit of the corresponding adjunction)
also determines a product diagram over these objects.

We can assume that E has been so chosen so that these agree; i.e., that the product
appearing in the universal exponential object E is the one determined by m.
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Now, fix a groupoid A ∈ C. Since C(A,−) : C → Cat preserves adjunctions, we have
that C(A,X)×C(A,X) ∼−→ C(A,X×X)

m∗−→ C(A,X) is a product functor, and in partic-
ular that the functor

(
(−× x)∗

)
A
: C(A,X)→ C(A,X) takes each object f ∈ C(A,X) to

a product f × (!x) ∈ C(A,X) in the category C(A,X), and takes each morphism f → f ′

in C(A,X) to the induced morphism f × (!x)→ f ′ × (!x).
On the other hand, by definition of the exponential morphism exp, the functor

(
(−)x∗

)
A
: C(A,X)→

C(A,X) is just the functor forming an exponential object with !x ∈ C(A,X).
It follows that we have an adjunction

(
(−× x)∗

)
A
⊣
(
(−)x∗

)
A
for each groupoid A. We

claim that the unit and counit of these adjunctions constitute modifications id(X̂)iso →
(−× x)∗

(
(−)x

)
∗ and

(
(−)x

)
∗(−× x)∗ → id(X̂)iso , respectively .

Indeed, for fixed f : A → X (A a groupoid), the counit at A is just the evaluation
morphism of the exponential diagram for f !x. This exponential diagram is

A
⟨!x,f⟩iso−−−−→ (X ×X)iso

Ei−→ X L̂

and hence the evaluation morphism is the image of the arrow 3→ 1 of qL in this model of qL.
This defines a modification because, for u : A′ → A, we have u⟨!x, f⟩isoEi = ⟨!x, uf⟩isoEi.

Similarly, for the unit, we have the canonical morphism idX → ⟨!xop, ⟨!x, idX⟩m⟩ exp
in C(X,X) and the unit at f : A → X is just given by composing with this morphism,
which again clearly determines a modification.

We conclude from Theorem 6.11 (iv) that we have 2-cells η : idX → (− × x)(−)x
and ε : (−)x(− × x) → idX giving rise to these modifications, and it then follows from
Theorem 6.11 (ii) that these are a unit and counit giving the desired adjunction.

B.14. Remark. In a 2-topos in our sense (more specifically, in a groupoidant 2-category),
we have that any plentiful DOF classifier is (an internal elementary topos and hence) carte-
sian closed. On the other hand, in [Web07, Theorem 8.6], it is proven that a DOF classifier
S is cartesian closed (in the sense of Proposition B.13) under the assumption that S is
cocomplete (i.e., has “S-small colimits”) in the sense of [Web07, Definition 3.8 and Corol-
lary 5.4] (a notion originating in [SW78]).

This thus raises the question of whether a plentiful generic DOF S is automatically
cocomplete, so that Weber’s proof of cartesian closedness applies in our setting. We do
not know the answer to this question, but we will make some general remarks on the
question of cocompleteness.

For one, we can show that S is cocomplete if we take this to mean “having finite
colimits and arbitrary coproducts”. Indeed, since S is an elementary topos, it does have
(stable) finite colimits. And it is not hard to see that S has arbitrary (weighted) colimits
of diagrams M → S in the sense of loc. cit.whenever M is S-small-discrete in the sense
that !M : M → 1 is an S-small DOF. This is closely related to the fact that any locally
cartesian closed category C is cocomplete when regarded as an indexed category over
itself [Joh02, §B1.4, Lemma 1.4.7].

By contrast, the notion of cocompleteness from [Web07, Definition 3.8 and Corol-
lary 5.4] requires that such colimits exist whenever M is S-essentially-small in the sense
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that both M and the presheaf object M̂ are S-locally-small (see §1.7). Though S-small-
discrete objects are clearly S-locally-small, we do not know if they are S-essentially-small.

As a final remark, we should mention that the motivation for this notion of S-
essentially-small—namely, the proof in [FS95] that a category C is essentially small as
soon as C and SetC

op

are locally small—is, at least as it is given, not intuitionistically
valid. Thus, from a foundational perspective, this may not be the appropriate internal-
ization of the notion of smallness to a 2-topos.

Here is an alternative characterization of essentially small objects which can be ex-
pressed in a general 2-topos and which is intuitionistically valid: a categoryC is essentially
small if and only if it is locally small and there exists an essentially injective (i.e., injective
on isomorphism classes of objects) functor Ciso → X with X small discrete—or, equiva-
lently, a functor Ciso → X which is full and essentially surjective. The latter notion can be
defined for a morphism in an arbitrary 2-category in terms of the (full essentially surjec-
tive, faithful) factorization system, see [DV03, Example 7.9]. (Note that there is another,
simpler characterization of essential smallness of C, which is that it admits an essential
surjection from a small discrete category—but, surprisingly, this equivalence also does not
seem to be intuitionistically valid, even if “discrete category” is replaced by “setoid”.)

This notion of smallness, and the resulting notion of cocompleteness, seems worthy
of further investigation. For example, it is an interesting question whether a plentiful
generic DOF S is always cocomplete in this sense.
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[MP89] Michael Makkai and Robert Paré.Accessible categories: the foundations of cat-
egorical model theory. Vol. 104. Contemporary Mathematics. American Math-
ematical Society, Providence, RI, 1989, pp. viii+176. doi: 10.1090/conm/104
(cit. on pp. 786, 787).

[PR91] John Power and Edmund Robinson. “A characterization of pie limits”. In:
Math. Proc. Cambridge Philos. Soc. 110.1 (1991), pp. 33–47. doi: 10.1017/
S0305004100070092 (cit. on pp. 789, 810, 846).

[Rez01] Charles Rezk. “A model for the homotopy theory of homotopy theory”. In:
Trans. Amer. Math. Soc. 353.3 (2001), pp. 973–1007. doi: 10.1090/S0002-
9947-00-02653-2 (cit. on pp. 803, 807).

[Shu12] Mike Shulman. Personal page on the nLab. 2012. url: https://ncatlab.
org/michaelshulman/show/HomePage (visited on 2024-03-13) (cit. on p. 785).

[Str14] Ross Street. Pointwise extensions and sketches in bicategories. 2014. arXiv:
1409.6427 (cit. on p. 846).

[Str74] Ross Street. “Elementary cosmoi. I”. In: Category Seminar (Proc. Sem., Syd-
ney, 1972/1973). Lecture Notes in Math., Vol. 420. Springer, Berlin-New
York, 1974, pp. 134–180. doi: 10.1007/BFb0063103 (cit. on p. 785).

[Str80a] Ross Street. “Cosmoi of internal categories”. In: Trans. Amer. Math. Soc.
258.2 (1980), pp. 271–318. doi: 10.2307/1998059 (cit. on pp. 785, 796, 826–
828, 839).

[Str80b] Ross Street. “Fibrations in bicategories”. In: Cahiers Topologie Géom. Différentielle
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Clemens Berger, Université Côte d’Azur: clemens.berger@univ-cotedazur.fr
Julie Bergner, University of Virginia: jeb2md (at) virginia.edu

John Bourke, Masaryk University: bourkej@math.muni.cz
Maria Manuel Clementino, Universidade de Coimbra: mmc@mat.uc.pt
Valeria de Paiva, Topos Institute: valeria.depaiva@gmail.com
Richard Garner, Macquarie University: richard.garner@mq.edu.au
Ezra Getzler, Northwestern University: getzler (at) northwestern(dot)edu

Rune Haugseng, Norwegian University of Science and Technology: rune.haugseng@ntnu.no
Dirk Hofmann, Universidade de Aveiro: dirk@ua.pt
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Giuseppe Metere, Università degli Studi di Palermo: giuseppe.metere (at) unipa.it

Kate Ponto, University of Kentucky: kate.ponto (at) uky.edu

Robert Rosebrugh, Mount Allison University: rrosebrugh@mta.ca
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